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EASTERN MAIL—“*SMUGGLING.” 
We perceive that some of the Baltimore editors 





are attempting to create an excitement against the 


post office department, because packages of letters 
have been sent throuzh to Philadelphia by passengers 
onthe railroad. We learn also that the rail road 
company stopped the trunk of a passenger at Balti- 
more on Sunday last upon suspicion that it contained 
packages for the Philadelphia post office. 

Do these editors perceive the extent to which the 
principles advocated by thein will lead? 

We understand that no attempt has been made 
to send the mails by the rail road since the 31st of 
last month. But in consequence of the great im- 

ortance to the business of Philadelphia and New 

ork of an early receipt of letters from the south, 
the postinaster at Baltimore was iustructed to take 
the packages for those cities out of the mail, and 
send thein by a special messenger upon the rail road. 

Now, have the company any right to stop that 
messenger or his baggage? Have they any right, 
as cominon carriers, even to know that he isa spe- 
cial messenger, or to inquire what he has in his 
trunk? 

It they have, they may, upon a similar pretence, 
stop any other passengeror his baggage. <A imer- 
chant cannot send his clerk with a trunk containing 
his letters, samples, &c. without subjecting himself 
to the dauger of having his baggage tossed out at 
the depot. 

Is it possible that the states of Maryland, Dela- 
ware and Pennsylvania, have conferred on this 
company such a power? 

Can they stop the baggage of a public messenger 
or a private one? -Can not a merchant or a depart- 
ment of the government send letters or despatches 
over their road contrary to their will? Are all the 
people and the government itself to be embargoed 
in their Jawful business by the assumptions of this 
company? 

The postmaster general, we understand, believes 
he has the same riglit to send a messenger along 
this road, without having his baggage overhauled 
or examined, that any merchant or individual has. 
He deemed it no more his duty to inform the com- 
pany of his intentions than it is the duty of a 
merchant to inform them beforehand of his pur- 
poses of a similar character. He knew that, in the 
nature of the case, the fact that the letters were 
conveyed by a passenger or passengers, would soon 
become generally known, and could not be con- 
cealed from the company. All the clamor on the 
score of secrecy, “saiuggling,” &c. is ovt of place, 
and is undoubtedly dictated by misapprehension or 
disappointment. ' 

e understand further, that it is the purpose of 
the postinaster general to take the proper advice as 
to what the rights of the government are in this 
matter, and then ‘to. assert them by all lawful 
means. 

Acting for the country, and not for himself, he 
has a right to expect that he will not be vilified for 
his efforts to avail himself of all legal means to ex- 


ite the public correspondence. obe. 
si Vor, VIl_—S14. 30. “ = 


} 








FOREIGN ARTICLES. 

By the England, capt. Waite, which arrived on 
Saturday, we have London papers to the 7th De- 
cember, and by the United States, the intermediate 
papers since the 24th November; we have also Paris 
dates to the 5th inclusive. 

The continental news is not of much importance, 
but the more favorable state of money affairs in 


307 | England, and the reaction in American trade is re- 


garded as highly important and interesting. 
GREAT BRITAIN. 

Markets. Cotton. Money. In commercial and 
money affairs prospects seem somewhat brighter, 
although the price of cotton after the arrival out of 
the Great Western had receded. 

The Great Western, which left here on the 16th 
November, reached Bristol on Saturday morning, 
the 30th, making her trip in 134 days. Letters 
were received by her, says the Liverpool Price 
Current of 7th December, which effected an imme- 
diate change in the market. ‘Several holders re- 
ceived orders by her to effect sales, (though not we 
imagine to any serious extent), and they placed 
their stocks on the market more freely again; this, 
together with more favorable accounts regarding 
the coming crops, now estimated at 1,600,000 bales 
at least, produced a decided alteration, and several 
parties immediately commenced selling at lower 
rates; since which the market has given way to 
the extent of fully 3d. per Ib. on the currency of 
last week in American descriptions. This decline 
will very likely induce the trade to buy more con- 
siderably again, for it is now understood that very 
few mills are working short time, they having near- 
ly all again resumed full work within the last day 
or two. Yesterday the market, though dull, was 
“ worse, anc sales were estimated at about 3,500 

ales, 


The resumption of full work by the manufactur- 
ers, and the growing confidence expressed in letters 
and the papers, that the worst was passed, will more 
than compensate for the temporary fall of cotton.— 
The prices were lower than at the same period of 
the preceding year—after a greatly diminished im- 
port; and it seems reasonable to infer that they 
would decline no further. 


The Great Western carried out large remittances 
in bills of exchange and in specie—as well as intelli- 
gence of the most favorable aspect of monetary af- 
fairs in this country generally. These facts, taken 
in connection with the abundance of the crops in 
this country, and the decline of prices, which per- 
mitted sales to be made, gradually produced a good 
feeling in the English markets. The sales of 


American cottons were large—being 22,000 bales | 6 


for the week, but of course at a decline of 4d. per 
lb.—a good symptom, however, in the present state 
of things. Corn had fallen, but American flour had 
improved 2s, per barrel. 


United States bank shares rose ten shillings, be- 
ing quoted at the last dates at £16 10s. per share. 
Awerican state stock, issued by those states whose 
banks pay specie, rose also from two to three per 
cent. <A general feeling of confidence was return- 
ing towards American commercial affairs, in spite 
of all the opposition made to them by the East In- 
dia interest. Mr. Jaudon felt the benefit of these 
events. It is stated on competent authority by se- 
veral London papers, that he had sneceeded in ne- 
gotiating an additional loan of £900,000 sterling 
with the Rothschilds, who were to become the Eu- 
ropean agents of the United States bank, Mr. Jau- 
don being about to return. Moaey was also get- 
ting more plenty, although the Bank of England 
had lowered the rate of interest. It istrue the ex- 
changes on Paris had risen in London 3-10 of one 
per cent. while they were at our last dates only 1-10 
of one per cent.—but it was still believed that the 
bullion in the bank had increased to £3,000,000, 
and was still increasing—the bank probably refus- 
ing to lower the interest, in order to prevent specu- 
lation. 

Items. Parliament was to meet on Monday, 
January 16. 

The queen is in fine health and spiriis. She is 
highly delighted to think that her approaching nup- 
tials are received so well by all classes. She has 
had another lunatic lover, named Stockbridge, a 
tea dealer, who entered the palace and swore he 
was the king of England. = 





SS 
The American minister and Mrs. Stévenson had 
returned from their tour in the north of England. 
Lord Duncannon is to succeed lord Elrington as 
viceroy of Ireland. 
Sir John Colborne has been made baron Seaton. 
The Spanish count d’Espange has not been mur- 
dered after all. 
Daniel O’Connell’s son Morgan, has been made 
register of deeds; a fat office. 
he bishop of Litchfield and Coventry is dead. 
Lord Kingston is dead. 
, i Brougham’s only child, his daughter, is 
ead. 
Another match has taken place between the 
American horse Raffler, and the great Glasgow 
mare for $350 to trot ten miles. ‘The horse won 





easy. 

The tories are in a high rage because the queen 
has not stated whether prince Albert bea Pro- 
testant or not. This furnishes good Sek agp 
as to whether Victoria, marrying a Papist, and 
turning Papist, could or could not be ejected from 
the throne. 

Lord Palmerston has written to the East India 
and China trade association, declining to give the 
intentions of government in régard to affairs with 
China, and stating that “‘the merchants mast take 
such steps as they may think proper to secure their 
interests.” 

The number of bankrupts in England and Wales 
from November 1, 1838, to November 1, 1839, was 
930. 

A son of O’Connell has been performing at the 
Colchester theatre. 

A method of printing stuffs with madder has been 
found in Vienna. France offers 30,000 francs for 
the discovery. 

During the last three months 200 fires have hap- 
pened in London, attended with the loss of sixteen 
lives. 

The.French and Dutch governments are nego- 
tiating a treaty of commerce, one of the chief ar- 
ticles of which is to admit the Frenck colonial su- 
gars into Holland at a lower rate of duty than sugars 
of any other nation. 

In England the chartist disturbances seem at an 
end, notwithstanding occasional flaming manifes- 
tos sent up from south Wales by the correspondents 
of the London papers, respecting “intended ris- 
ings.”” 

‘Sergeant Wilde had been made solicitor general, 
and his seat in parliament being thereby vacated, 
he had again offered himself as a candidate for 
Newark. . He would be opposed by anoiher distin- 
uished barrister on the tory side, Mr. Thessiger, 
and much interest is expressed by the London pa- 
pers as to the result. There can be no election, 
however, until after parliament meets, as the new 
writs of election can then be issued. 

The grain market offers no promise to shipments 
from the United States. 


A trotting match for fifteen hundred sovereigns 
($7,500) was won by the American horse Bob Lo- 
ic, against a Birmingham and a Glasgow mare, The 
istance, 10 miles, was trotted in 40 minutes and 
8 seconds—no great trotting after all. The Glas- 
gow mare, though coming in third, challenged Bob 
to a separate three mile heat, for 70 sovereigns, 
which Bob won almost without an efiort. ° 


London money market, Thursday, Dec. 5. A per- 
fect cali existed in all the markets; but subse- 
quently a sudden change for the better took place. 
bontols advanced 1-4 per cent. Some of the bet- 
ter descriptions of American stocks have also ad- 
vanced from two to three per cent. within the last 
day or two. This may be accounted for froma 
better feeling existing on these matters since the 
arrival of the Great Western. [ Caronicle. 

The U.S. bank stock has improved upon a state- 
ment of its assets and liabilities published by Mr. 
Jaudon. The stock is quoted at £16 10s. 

[ tferald. 


Dec. Gth. U. 8S. bank stock remains the same. 


Ohio sixes, 87 1-2; Pennsylvania fives, 76; 
Carolina do. 80. 

Dec. Tih, 12 o'clock. Three per cent. ¢ 
shut; do. for account, 921-2; 3 per cent, re 








(90 1-245-8; 31-2 do. 98-5-8aB-4. 


Alabama fives £ sterling, 80; Louisiana do. do. 87; © 
Maryland sixes, 77; New York fives 1856, 83 3-2; 
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. = ~ cs adres, 
The Sh Oliff tunnel. Thersoutheastern{ chi by the institute-and the municipality to | some:talk of a joan in ss-of necotiat; 
sallway advaleey spescnees Ay Sentteak tee examine the question, is only Waited for to enable| for 45,000,000. sterling. between theyporte and an 
Cliff is ne pleted. -"Thereare onl tun-}-the eity of to. conclude with Mr. Curtis of| agent of Rothschild, but this. did not obfuin-credence, 
nels on its of road, and- that t Shak- | London, a treaty, the project of which was adopted | ~The hatti-sheritf lately promulgated-by-the Otto. 

eare’s Cliff was the most.dreaded experiment.—| in 1837, sineé which time Mr. Curtis has ¢onstant- 


: is now a: - (Narrow in some paris it is 
true) from one side of the cliff to the othtr, being 
se tictg oer smgst three. of a mile in 
le eutiin solid) chalk: It is well worth a long 

i ed portion, One of the gal-. 






leries leads from the beach to the main tunnel, 
which is.a beautif lly turned éHliptical arch of be- 
tween, nd thirty fect in height. On some 
occasions a blue light is thrown up which produces. 
a almost unearthly effect. Among the 

ses. of chalk which compose the Dover hills, 
padtead clay are found totally disconnected, 
ofthat with the surface of the ground, or with each 
oer, 


e geologist’s attention is also yagi: 
the rent varieties of chalk—one soft, one hard, 
perfectly pure, one filled with flints, and one with 
organic remains. [Kentish Times. 

: FRANCE. 

The. news from Paris is, as_ usual, chiefly made 
up of accounts of emeuttes, conspifacies and de- 
tails of political intrigue. Many arrests have been 
made in consequence of the explosion of the “‘in- 
fernal, machine’? recently exploded, in the vicinity 
of the palace royal, though it is now. said that it 
was fader intended to frighten than hurt. 

_Three persons, Vilocg, Bechet and Allard, who 
before. figured in republican plots have been put 
upon trial at Paris, charged with being concerned 
in the» duction.of a journal, called the Moniteur 
Repub an, 


French de in Algiers. It appears that the 
emir, Abdel Kader, with the Arabs and. native’ 
troops, has) declared war on and defeated the 
French army in Algiers, with considerable loss. It 
was a surprise and a severe and sanguinary one, by 
all the accounts we read. Hostilities commenced 
on the 17th Nov. and continued till the 25th, the 
date of the tarshal's latest despatch. Suecess 
almost uniformly attended the arms.of the emir. 
His. troops, according to the correspondent of Ga- 
lignani’s Messenger, had burnt several farms, mas- 
sacred many people, and entirely swept away se- 
veral posts. It was reported that they had. cut off 
360 heads, 

The French papers breathe war and vengeance. 
The Monitear, (government paper) says, 

‘“War has broken out in Algiers. The govern- 


ment has taken the measures required by the digni-| P 


ty of Francé, Reinforcements have been ordered 
to Algiers in men, horses and material, and 25,000 
mén’ will be immediately called under arms.” 
Other journals add; “the 58th and 3d regiments 
dre ordered to Toulon, and to Africa, with 29 

uadrons, picked from the different regiments. 
The dukes of Orleans, Nemours and Anmale, have 
asked perinission to go to Algiers.” The Messen- 
ger says, “‘an embassy is immediately to be sent to 
the emperor of Morocco to intimate to him to tnke 
one side’or the other, and either break with Abdel 
Kader, and prevent his getting arins and ammunition 
froth Morocco, or else prepare for war with 
France." 


“Private letters from Algiers of the 24th alt. de- 
scribe the plain adjoining Algiers as in the posses- 
sion of a corps of about 4,000 mounted Arabs, On 
the 21st a convoy, which left that city for one of 
the camps, fell in with them,and the 38 men of 
whieh its escort consisted, including three officers, 
were all put to the sword and decapitated. The 
Arabs attaeked a village lately established in the 
plain, killed 42 of the colonists, whose heads they 
also. cut off, and set their houses on fire. The: 
doubtful tribes had all joined Abdel Kader. Those 
who remained faithful to the French had their pro- 
perty plundered and destroyed. Those of then 
who were: fortunate enough to escape the carnage 
were then encampedround the Maison Carree. Two 
regiments marched from, Algiers on the 24th, but 
the inelemency. of the weather added to the disor- 
der, and paralyzed the military operations. The 
city was exclusively committed to the protection 
of the armed eitizens. 


The prince de Joinville, in command of the Belle 
Poule te, with two men-of-war steamers, had 
visited. ntinople, and been presented to the 


sultan. I¢ was expected he would pass the winter 
at Pera, hia) vessels remaining in the Bosphorus. 
Supply af seaterin Paris. The Presse states that 
the important, yeoye wpa supplying the. whole of 
Paris ‘with. water,.\by. means. of pipes, which has 
been many. years under consideration, and frequent- 
lyon the point of solution, when some official de- 
lay was, sure, be joternee to, pis the ac- 
complishment of so desirable an object, is now se 
advanced that the report of M. 


ly kept the sti ‘guarantee of two millions of 
rancs at the disposition of the city, subject to the 
signature of the treaty. The Presse attributes the 
inferiority of the mortality in London as_ d: 
with Paris, notwithstanding its crowded population, 
to its excellent arrangements. for a plentiful and 
cheap supply, of water, and anticipates a similar re- 
sult for Paris, should the proposed treaty between: 
in, municipality and Mr. Curtis be. carried into ef- 
ect. 
+ Execution of Peytel. The execution of this mur- 
derer, whose case. has excited the. deepest interest in 
France, took place‘on Monday, Nov. 4th, at Bourg. 
It will be remembered that Peytel was.a notary of 
the town, who had formerly been adistinguishe 
member of the Parisian yee enjoying the friend- 
ship and acquaintance of Lamartine M. de Balzac, 
Jules, Janin, and. the leading literary men. Peytel 
contracted a marriage with a young lady of proper-. 
ty, and, as there is too much. reason. to. suspect, 
with the intention of murdering her as soon.as pos- 
sible to acquire her fortune, At his pressing inter- 
cession, she made-a will in his favor, and was. five 
months enciente, when she was found assassinated, 
as.also Peytel’s domestic, near the bridge of An- 
dert. _Peytel was not suspected for some tine; his 
story was plausible. He said that his servant shot 
his wife.in the travelling carriage and essayed to 
kill him; but pursued by Peytel, the master dashed 
out the.domestic’s. brains with a hammer. A long 
train of circumstantial evidence proved that this 
story was made up. The excellent character of the 
unfortunate servant—the irreconcilable statement 
of. Peytel with the testimony of the. medical wit- 
nesses as to the nature. of bis wife’s wound and sub- 
sequent death, form achain of circumstances which 
brought the crime home to Peytel. The verdict of 
the jury was confirmed by the court of cassation, 


and on. Monday he was brought to.the scaffold and 
guillotined., 


Later from France. By the ship Iowa, Pell, mas- 
ter, from Havre, we have Paris papers to 8th ult. 
a little later than by the England. The Moniteur 
punishes two royal ordonances, calling into service 

5,000 men of the second class of 1838; another an- 


1840, for the extraordinary expenses of the new ex- 
edition to Algiers—for which sum an appropriation 
is to be asked when the chambers meet. 

There is nothing later from Africa. 

The annexed news is important, and may further 
complicate the affairs of the east. 

Cairo, Nov. 14. 

I have only time to announce to you that the 
Egyptian army, commanded in Arabia by young 
Tbrahim pasha, bas just gained asigtial victory over 
the troops of the iman, in the province of Ja- 
seb. Itis stated that a considerable number of pri- 
soners and the town of Sanna have fallen into the 
hands of the. victors. 


The entire possession of the Yemen will bring 
Mehemet. Ali near to the English establishment. 

Paris, Dec. 6th. Five per cents. 112t., 50e.— 
Threes, 82f. 30c. The report is current that we 
have experienced a fresh reverse at Algiers. They 
speak of 1,500 to 1,800 men being massacred by 
the Arabs. This report, which at the close of ex- 
change hours had acquired a certain degree of 
strength, was regarded as the principal cause of the 
depression in the funds to-day. 

‘he whole of our brave army is exasperated at 
hearing the account of the murders committed on 
our soldiers at Algiers. Several regiments solicit 
the honor of forming part of the expedition which 
is being prepared. 


SPAIN. 

The Madrid dates are of the 20th Nov, All 
was quiet, The ministry, it was expected, would 
obtain. a small. majority in the next cortes and be 
able to maintain themselves. 

The count d’ Espagne, of whose murder. detailed 
accounts. have been published, is said to be still 
alive; and that the rumors of his assassination were 


on their adversaries, and enable the count.to effect 
his escape. 
TURKEY AND EGYPT. 
Constantinople letters of 6th November, mention 
there was every prospect of the difference between 
Egyptand Turkey being speedily and satisfactorily 
arranged. The vizier Redschid pasha is about 


| carrying into effect some new reforms,in the ad- 


ministration and laws of the Ottoman empire, from 
which the most beneficial results are anticipated to 





, Azage, veho has been} the trade and manufactures of Turkey. There. wasj 


ticipating a sum of 20,000,000f. on the revenue of 


put afloat bythe Christinos, in order to throw odium | 


man empire, has given great wmbrage to the cabi. 
net of St. Sutecabary. ; = : 
TEXAS. 

The New Orleans Courier of the 13th ult. says— 
We have-our fites of Texian papers to the 28th uit. 
The. Vs m isa. long. document, of 
which: we have already-published an outline. Ge- 
neral health pervades the country. A new paper 
has been commenced at the capital’ called’ the Aus- 
tin City Gazette, of which Mr. Whiting is proprie- 
tor, A fire has already occurred at the capital de- 
stroying two houses beloriging to Mr J. Burke. A 
‘bill has been introduced in. congress by Dr. Fran- 
cis Moore, the editor of the Houston Telegraph 
imposing a tax of one thousand dollars on all, per- 
sons retailing intoxicating liquors in less quantities 
than a quart. It passed the senate unanimously and 
would prubably pass in the house. Therev. Amos 
Roark, of the Cumberland Presbyterian church, 
was elected chaplain to the senate; and rev. John 
Haynie, of the Methodist Episcopal chureb, chap- 
laini to the house of representatives. 3 

The Texas Typographical society on the 13th 
ult. met and passed resolutions expressive of their 
respect for the memory of the late publisher of the 
Houston Morning Star, Mr. E. Humphreys, who 
died at that city of the prevailing epidemic on 
the 12th ult. Mr. H. was formerly foreman of this 
office. | 

The Texas correspondent of the New Orleans 
Bulletin gives the annexed flattering description 
of Austin the new capital. 

“The accommodations at the public houses in 
this city are much better than was anticipated. 
Two eéxcellént hotels are kept, one by Messrs. 
Spicer & Clark, and the other by Mr. R. Bullock. 
Both of these houses are conducted strictly on tem- 
perance principles. No bar is Kept, nor is any in- 
toxicating liquors furnished at either house. 

“This city is beautifully situated in a picturesque 
country, at the foot of the Cordillaras mountains, 
about 120 miles from the coast. It is on the Colo- 
rado rivet, and it is thought the stream will be na- 
vigable to this point by steamboats. No produce 
having been raised this high up, there has been no 
inducements offered thus far for commercial enter- 

prise, 

: ‘The city was laid off in May last; the first sale 
of Jots occurred in August. Jt now contains a po- 

pulation of 1,500. A Sabbath school was orga- 
nized ist of September, and has ever since been in 
successful operation. A Presbyterian church was 
organized on Sabbath, 13th of October, and a Me- 
thodist ehureh on the next Sabbath thereafter. 
The city is improving with astonishing rapidity in 
every respect. It is intended to make it the “seat 
of science and the residence of the muses,”’ 


Later from Texas, The steamer Columbia. ar- 
rived at New Orleans on the 10th instant, bringing, 
Texas dates to the Sthinst. Theonly news of in- 
terest is the following: 

Lieutenant Turner of the Galveston volunteers, 
had just returned from San Antonio, He states 
“that the company, with the whole of col, Karnes’ 
command, was at San Antonio when be left. Capt. 
Wilson’s company had lost but one man, Wm, R. 
Sisty, who accidentaily shot himself. James Has-. 
kins had been wounded in the satne way, but is re- 
covering. They had an engagement with a part 
of Cumanches, on Nov, 2—killed ten of them, too 
one prisoner, besides 41 horses and mules. Some 
of the Houston volunteers talk of joining the, fede- 
ral party.in Mexico, when their term of enlistment 
expires. The Galveston volunteers are better aware 
of what istheirduty. The majority were to return 
to their homes in afew days. An.expedition was. 
soon to leave Austin for the: higher waters of the 
Colorado. The object appears to be to chastise the 
Cuimanches, and explore the country. 


The news from. Mexico is that col. Ross is now 
marching through the country at the head of about. 
2,000 men, and. his numbers. are. daily increasing. 
He has also taken two Mexican towns, pod in the 
first engagement about 300 prisoners, including 
several officers. The:federalists recommended :the - 
indiscriminate slaughter of ‘the prisoners, to which 
col. Ross objected; the whole number then imme- . 
diately joined. the federal. army; the officers were 
set at liberty. on parole. The federalists of the: 
province of Durango were also rising, and as soon 
as organized are expected to join the main body 
nnder col. Ross. ; 

The senate of Texas had refused to confirm the 
nosnination. of the hon. Richard Dunlap, as minister 
| plenipotentiary to the United States, and he. will, 
tee | be: ily 











be immediately. regalled. . 
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anashaanenia.s The following is a tist of ‘the:ap- 
pointments made by the president and confirmed by 
the senate: _. “ woe 
Jomes Webb, attorney generals Charles Mason, 


t auditor; F, W. Ogden, district altorney, Ist judi- 
UE ettnek J.R. Reid, istrict attorne My Jadi- 
n. M. Hunt, commissioner. to run 


cial district; ge Ce et 5 cides 
the boundary line between Texas and the nited 
States; George W. Smyth, surveyor to the boundary 
lines Hamilton P. Bee, clerk to the same; Joseph B. 
Brown, consul at Key West, U. S.; Walter Smith, 
consul at Mobile U.S. Thos. A Dexter, consul at 
Boston, U. S.; R. L. Anderson, collector of. customs 
at San Augustine. ; 
CANADA. 
Fhe'union: of the two Canadas. The resolutions 

roposed by Mr. Sullivan, the solicitor ‘neral, in 
of a reunion of the two provinces, have pass- 
ed the legislative council of Upper Canada by a 
vote of 14 to 8—coupled with ‘an humble address 
to her majesty,” praying among other things (in 
the event of the union being carried into effect by 
parliament) that the seat of the united government 
and legislature’ be at'sore place within the present 
limits of Upper Canada, convenient of access to the 
inhabitants of both provinces—that the permaneticy 
of the seats of: ‘members of the legislative council, 
and the power given to the sovereign to make those 
seats hereditary, remain as they. now are under the 
act of George [[1I—that there be a qualification re- 

uired of members of the house of assembly, ‘‘nei- 
her so high as greatly to limit the choice of the 
electors, nor so low as to introduce into that body 
persons having but little pecuntary interest in the 
colony, nor properly queiaies in other respects” — 
that provision be ma 
voters, and holding the elections’’—that ‘all writ- 
ten nagar og of the legislative council and as- 
sembly shall be in the English language, and none 
other’’—that ‘at the end of the space o years, 
all debates in the legislative council, or assembly, 
shall be carried on in the English language, and 
none other,” and that ‘a new division of the coun- 
ties of Lower Canada be made by the imperial 
government, so as to secure a due proportion of the 
representation in the united legislature to the 
British inhabitants of Lower Canada.” 


Inthe house of assembly, the two first of the re- 
solutions approving of the reunion upon the terms 
expressed in the message of the governor general, 
were adopted on the 16th inst.; the second, which 





| 


e for the ‘‘enregisiration of 


me veg ering as 
ppoiniments e president, by @ ih the 
advice and conseni:of the senate. Jolin P. Anderson, 
to be attorney of the United States for the western 
district of Pennsylvania, im the place of Benjamin 
Patton, resigned. j : 

Arnold: Plumer, to be marshal.of the United States 
for the western district of Pennsylvania; in the 
place of Seth Salisbury. US | 
_ Jamés Points, to be marshal of the: United ae 
for the western district of Virginia, from the 1 
day of January, 1840, when his present commission 
will expire. . 

Collectors of the customs. 

John D..MecCrate, Wiscasset, Me. from the 6th 
of January, 1840, when his present commission 
wilkexpire. . ; 

Alexander W. Wylly, district of Brunswick, Ga. 
vice J. N. McIntosh, resigned ! 

Charles C. P. Hunt, district of Miami, Ohio, from 
/the 13th inst. when his present commission will 


John W. Dough, district of Teche, Louisiana, 
from 30th ult. yice Edwin L. Cockle, deceased. 

) _. Land. officers—registers. 

John Miller, Batesville, Arkansas, vice Isaac 
Folsom, whose commission will expire on the 30th 


ean ft 4 

m. W. Stevenson, Little Rock, Arkansas, from 

31st inst. vice Samuel: L. Rutherford, who declines 

a reappointment. fy t 
Christopher H. Dabbs, Ouachita, Louisiana, vice 

Andrew ‘A. Roland, resigned. he 
James McGoffin, St. Stephens, Alabama, from 

31st ult. when his late commission expired. 
Alanson Saltmarsh, Cahaba, Alabama, from 24th 





| will expire. 


of February, 1840, when his present commission 


Receivers. 

J..W. Borden, Fort. Wayne, Indiana, vice John 
Spencer, whose commission will expire on the 30th 
instant. 





Stephen R. Rowan, Shawneetown, Illinois, from 
31st inst. when his present commission will expire. 

Felix G. Allen, Jackson, Missouri, vice Ralph 
Guild, whose commission will expire on the 3st 
instant. 

D. J. Chapman, Bateville, Arkansas, vice Aaron 


until the thirty-first day of December, eighteen hun- 
dred and forty one, pes doe the following scale of 
reduction: . es: < 
Articles subject to an ad valorem of 


Do. do. 30. do. 26 per cent. 
Do. do. 35 do. 29per cent. 
Do. do. 40 do. S832percent. 
Do. do. 45 do. 35per cent. 
Do do. 50 do. 38 percent. 


yet J. N. Barxer, com ‘ 

The Philadelphia North American of yesterday 
has the following sven Ge on thesubject: 4 

Reduction of duties: The reduction of duties on 
foreign merchandise imported from and:after this 
day, (December 31), isonly one-tenth of the excess 
of the amount of duty charged by the tariff of 1832 
above 20 percent. Thus the duty on woollens, 
which was fixed in 1832 at 50 per cent. was by Mr. 
Clay’s compromise bill, reduced as follows, being 3 
per cent. every two years: 


1833, December 81, 47 
1825, ‘6 44 
1837, “ 41 


1839, xe 38 

After December $1, 1841, the duty will be 29 per 
cent. and six months thereafter 20 per cent—the 
lowest rate. | 

Bank of the United States. The following P soll 
sons were. on Monday elected directors of the U. 8S. 
Bank for the ensuing year, in iphone: of the retiring 
members:—Lawrence Lewis, John R. Neff, Robert 
Taylor, George Hardy and Jas. Martin. The re- 
tiring members were Messrs. C. Hiekman, Caleb 
Cope, J. J. Vanderkemp,. John Bohlen and Am- 
brose White. All the members of, the old board, 
with the exception of the five old members above 
enumerated, have been re-elected.’ But one ticket 
was brought forward. 


National medical convention. The third:decen- 
nial national medical convention, forthe revision of 
the Pharmacop@ia of the United States, assembled 
in the City Hall, Wasbington, on the Ist Jan. 1840. 

The following medieal societies and colleges 
were reptesented in the convention, viz: he 
Rhode {sland Medical sdciety; the New Jersey Me- 
dical society; tlie College of pete of Philadel- 

hia: the University of Pennsylvania; the Jefferson 





W.. Lyon, whose commission will expire on the 31st 
instant. 
Anthony W. Rabb, Washington, Mississir,pi, 


’fedical college; the Delaware Medicat society; the 
Washington University of Baltimore; the Medical 
and Chirurgical Faculty of Maryland; the Medical 


25 to 23 per cent, | 


from 3ist ultimo, when his late commission ex‘ sired.’ sotiety of the Distriet of Columbia; the Columbian 


® ani +? rat : , ledical college; the Vincennes Medieal society of 
the united legislature, after being debated at great John Vaughan, esq. yesterday resigr.ed the vari- Meé iy my ciety. The 
length, by a majority of 29 to on 6 ous vice consulships held by him P “| Indiana, and the Georgia Medical society 


pyeY Sia glk | (OF a very long} . edentials of the delegations from the White Moun 
a — Gazette of the 24th, thus speaks of | Péted. Sweden and Norway, Portugal, Austria tains’ Medical pet of Vermont, from the Medi- 
is result: 


and ‘Brazil, were all represented ‘.n this city by Mr : H 
>= ? ‘ MAT. | at ' ampshire, from the Albanv 
“This decision augurs well for a concurrence in Vaughan. Richard Seldner, er.q. has been appoint- 9 a ciel pati College of Physicians 
the whole series of resolations—the two first being | Vice consul of Sweden an‘ Norway. John De-| Gn oye to Kentucky, were 
the most important, and the remaining two havinie veréux, esq. the same for Brazil; and Daniel J. and seg pl ane ry Sale vs _—e pre- 
ontly.selation to poiats, with regard to which little | Desmond, esq. has received the appointment of are 34 vient. agree . ae 
és anieemans of opinion can possibly be euter- consular agent for Portugal, and will exercise the vented “yom attending. 
Saath ta: Themen: Matationelien, HIG: ot, andthe functions of vice consul or that government. We The convention elected Lewis Condict, M. D. of 
charging of the debts of Upper Canada, for publie oe notify the appointment of the Austrian tonsu- tc » president; George B. Wood, M. D. of 
+ ra owe joint rercous of the united cena pn SGeue ia & tow days, [ Phil. 'Gaz. iM D of Gevigeon Bete ee pate , 
aus, happily, no impediment will be thrown in| Treasury notes. Treasury depariment, J wary: snide] pcs Me SCCISATYS :paaryey 
the way of the reunion of the legislature of Upper | 1840. py dime of baadnar notte issued dedes the wer Washington city, assistant secre- 


Canada, in as far as regards the principle of the | provisions of the acts of 12th Octob t ief obj , 
measure. And, in troth, after etna if serusel | Ni fs 0 ctober, 1837, 2Ist The chief object of the conve 


regards an dist representation of each province in 
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of the debates in both houses, in as far as they have 

reached us, we must confess it appears. to us that 
ho serious objections were ever urged against that 
iverpes The whole difficulty seems to have’ re- 
ated solely to the details of the measure.” 


_ But whatever the feeling in such quarters and 
in Upper Canada, in regard especially to charging 
the debts of U. C. upon the united province, the 
Quebec Gazette holds other language. {t regards 
the proposition very much in the. light in which the 
Barings’ suggestion touching the assumption by 
Unclé Sam of the state debts, has been viewed by 
the democratic press in “the states.” In reference 


toa remark of the solicitor general, in the course 


of aspeéch in favor of the’ reunion, that “it was 
evident to him that the only means of discharging 
Sur’ obligations, of faithfully satisfying the public 
creditor, was by uniting Upper to Lower Canada, 


' whose ‘surplus revenue alone could enable us. to re- 


deem our obligations’”’—the Quebec Gazette says: 
“To all this, the’holders of these obligations, or de- 
bentures,in London, Upper Canada, and elsewhere, 
to, the amount ofa million and a quarter of poands 
at:interest, together with the expectants of another 


million already appropriated or promised, and their 


ee. friends and’ connexions say AMEN!” 

» 8. Since the above was written we learn that 
the whole series of union resolutions, providing for 
the equat representation of both provinces, perma- 
nent civil list, and the joint assimption of the pub- 
lic debt, were borg to in the: house of asgewbly, 
by'‘@ majority of 13. [Albady Argus, January 8. 


4 


Of this amount, there has been 
redeemed 


ay, 1838 and 2nd March, 1839 $19,567,086 22) vision and emendation 


16,808,750 92' and after mature deliberation a 





Leaving the amount outstanding $2,758,335 30 
Levi Woopzory, sec. of the treasury. 

We have obtained from the custom house in this 

city, the following statement of the duties on im- 

ports for the three’ quarters of the year ending 30th 

September, 1839. i 

‘Total. $12,194,155: Q2 
$4,309,500 23 
8,688,864 42 
4,195,790 39 


Ist quarter 
2nd ** 
8rd ‘a 





12,194,155 02 
Amount of three 1st 


quarters of 1838 7,778,813 85 





7,778,813 85 





Difference in favor of 1839 $4,415,841 17 
. ...,.., [New York Evening Post. 
The tariff. Another reduction of duties takes’ 
effect es under the provisions of the compro- 
mise act. The change is thus officially announced 
to the collectors of customs by the treasury depart- 
ment: 
First comptroller’s office, Dec. 30, 1839. 
The collectors of the customs are reminded of that 
‘portion of the compromise act of the 2d’ of March, 
1838, providing for the abatement ‘of an ‘additional 
tenth of the excess over the ad-valorem duty of 20: 





pet cent. and which, in its Meta from ahd after 


| for 1839, as compared with former. years, : 


of the Pharmaco 
1830; this subject engaged its aitention ae. ae Baad 

oo nd a free interchange 
of opinion among the delegates from different parts 
of the union, the convention referred to S Coledhitinn 
of seven members all the deviate in its posses- 
sion, with instructions carefully to revise, prepare 
and publish the Pharmacope@ia of the United 
— for 1840, under the authority of this conven. 
ion. . 

Arrangements were also made for the assembling 
of the fourth decennial convention in Wathinpiae 
on the first Monday in May, Seebaiiey PF , 

Other business of great interestto the medical 
profession of the country was transacted; and a zeal 
for the extension of medical science, tocether with 
a spirit of generous cordiality, was manifested by the 
delegates, which must contribute greatly to secure 
the objects of the convention. sa 
Having passed votes of thanks .to the officers of 
the convention, and to.the board. of aldermen for 
the use of their room, the eonyéntion, after a ses- 
sion of three days, adjourned. ... [Nat ‘ 

_ The cotton crop of the United Slates. Ag . 
riod is rapidly approaching when we shalk be able 
to form something like a definite idea as to.the ac. 
tual state of the cotton crop of the United. States 













apon the subject 


sent me do within our reac! 
PAR’ ¥ if inte: 


will, no doubt, be looked 
crop of the’ year ending. 
1,801,497 bales. The 





the thirty-first day of December of thie present year, 





estimated’ at 1,865,698 t : 
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= 
Total crop of the United States,‘ 
et | Bales 1,365,698 


Stocks.on hand at the commence- 
ment of the year, (Ist Oct 1838), 







































In the southern ports 24,665 
In the northera ports 15,735 
; ———— 40,400 
Make a supply of 1,406,098 
The xportto foreign | 
e | n 
me 1,072,404 
Less Texas and other | 
foreign, included, 4,625 
SEAT A geet si! -———1, 067,779 
Stock on hand at the 
‘close of the year 
© (ist Oct. 1839): — 
In the southern ports 31,801 
In the northern ports 20,460 
| 51,761 
Burnt and lost at New , 
Orleans 2,049 
do. Mobile 1,195 
do. Darien 316 
3,560 
1,123,100 
Quantity consumed by and in hands 
of manufacturers, 1838—9 282,998 
Do. do. do. 1837—8 246,063 
Do. do. do. 1836—7 222.540 
Do. do. do. 1835—6 236,733 
Do. do. do. 1834—5 216,888 
Do. do. do. 1833—4 196,413 
Do. do. do. 1832—3 194,412 
Do. do. do. 1831—2 173,800 
Do. do. do, 1829-30 126,512 
It will be-observed, by the above statement, that 
; there is a decrease in the crop compared with the 
preceding year of 435,799 bales; but if we deduct 
150,000 bales includea in that year, which were 


believed to have belonged to the previous year, the 
actual difference of this year compared with the 
last will be 285,799 bales. The estimate of the 
quantity taken for consumption does not include 
any cotton manufactured in the states south and 
westof Virginia, nor any in that state, except in 
the vicinity of Petersburg, Virginia. 

These statistical details are derived from the prices 
current of New York and the prices current of New 
Orleans. . 

We subjoin, also, the following valuable table of 
cue exports of the year ending the 30th of last Sep- 


tember. 


Great Britain, 797,506 bales 
France, 240,446 
North of Eurone, 24,517 « 
Other foreign ports, 12,935 « 
Total, 1,072,404 


Exports for the year ending September 30, 1838— 
Great Britain, 1,165,155 bales 


France, 321,480 * 

North of Europe, 68,099 « 

Other foreign ports, 25,895. * 
Total, 1,575,629 


(Penn. Inguirer. 
As an illustration of the effect which quuntity has 
on prices, we give below the number of millions of 
unds of cotton exported in each year from 1819 
to 1838, and alsothe average price. Our authori- 
ties for all the years preceding 1836, are the letter 
of the secretary of the treasury, dated February 
26, 1836, and the annual reports on commerce and 


navigation for 1836-"37 and 38: 
ear. Poundsexported. Price per pound. 

1819 88,000,000 24 cents. 
1820 128,000,000 17 
1821 124,000,000 16 
1822 144,000,000 16 1-2 
1823 173,000,000 11 
1824 142,000,000 15 
1825 176,000,000 21 
1826 204,000,000 11 
1827 294,000,000 9 1-2 
1828 , 210,000,000° 10 1-2 
1829 264,000,000 10 
1830 298,000,000 10 

18: 12,000,00 10 
1883 324,000,000 at 

| 1884 $84,000,000 13 
1835 386,000,000 16 1-2 
seas 423,000,000 © 16 1-8 
1837 334,000,000 14 1-4 
4838 595,000,000 10 8-4 


In common with every otber artiele, the price of ) 
cotton is affected by the amount of currency, the 
state uf commercial credit, and all that variety of 
causes and circumstances included’ under. those 
comprehensive terms, “supply and demand,” In 
1821 the quantity exported was 4 million pounds less 
than in the preceding year, and the price fell one 
cent per pound, This was owing to the difficulties 
in England, consequent on the renewal of specie 
8 pe In the following year, these difficulties 

aving been in some dégree surmounted, the price 
of cotton rose one-half cent per pound, in the face 
of an increased export. In 1825, the exports ex- 
ceeded those of 1824, by thirty-four million pounds, 
and yet the price rose six cents per pound. | This 
was owing to the excess of paper issues in both 
England and in the United States. The necessary 
consequence was felt in the following year. in an 
increase of exports, and a fall in the price of cotton 
of ten cents a pound! 


Making allowances in this way for the effect 
which currency and other causes have on prices, it 
will be found that, proceeding from year to year, as 
the quantity exported was increased the price was 
diminished; and, on the other hand, as the quantity 
exported was diminished, the price was enhanced. 
This is no new discovery, it is true; but when in- 
terested men are ascribing variations in the price of 
cotton to every cause but the right one, it becomes 
necessary to call their attention to the A, B, C, of 
eee economy. They are now calling for a 
ank of the United States to regulate the Bank of 
England, and thereby the price of cotton! How 
the two banks together regulated the price of cot- 
ton, may be seen by the above table. They raized 
it six cents a pound in one year, that it might fall 
ten cents in the next. The Bank of the United 
States has now, by the stimults it has given to the 
over- production of cotton, diminished the aggregate 
value by increasing the quantity; and the more it 
interferes in this business, the worse must ultimate- 
ly be the condition of the cotton planters, in parti- 
cular, and the country in general. [ Globe. 
ARMY. 
General orders, No. 67. Adjutant general’s office, 
Washington, November 11, 1839. 
I. Promotions and appointments in the army of 
the United States, since the publication of *gene- 
ral orders” No. 56, of Nov. 1, 1839. 


Quarlermasier’s department. 
Major Thomas F. Hunt, quartermaster, to be de- 
puty quartermaster general, with the rank of lieut. 
colonel, 8th Nov. 1839, vice Brant, resigned. 
Captain Samuel McRee, assistant quartermaster, 
to be quartermaster, with the rank of major, 8th 
Nov. 1839, vice Hunt, promoted. 


Ast lieut. Abram C. Myers,of the 4th infantry, 
to be assistant quartermaster, with the rank of cap- 
tain, 2ist Nov. 1839, vice McCrabb deceased. 

Ist lieut. Samuel L. Plummer, of the Ist infan- 
try, to be assistant quartermaster, with the rank of 
captain, 22d Nov. 1839, vice McRee promoted. 

dst lieut. W. M. D. McKissack, of the 5th in- 
fantry, to be assistant quartermaster, with the rank 
of captain, 19th Dec. 1839, vice Peyton deceased. 


Pay department. 
Benjamin Walker, captain of the 3d infantry, to 
be paymaster, 17th Dec. 1839, vice Forsyth dis- 
missed. 
Eugene Van Ness, of the state of New York, to 
be paymaster, 18th Dec. 1839, vice Lytle deceased. 
Corps of engineers. 
2d lieut. James H: Trapier, to be Ist lieut, Ist 
July, 1839. 
2d lieut. Stephen H. Campbell, to be Ist lieut. Ist 
July, 1839. 
2d lieut. J. M. Scarritt, to’be Ist lieut. Ist July, 
f839. 
Ordnance department. 
2d Jieut. Lewis A. B. Walbach, to be Ist lieut. 
16th Nov. 1839, vice Temple resigned. 
Brevet 2d lieut. Franklin D. Callender, to be 2d 
lieut. 16th Nov. 1839, vice Walbach promoted. 
Second regiment of dragoons. 
Ist. lieut. Geo. A. H. Blake, to be captain 3d 
Dec. 1889, vice Bryant resigned. 
2d lieut. Wm. J. Hardee, to be Ist lieut. 3d Dec. 
1839, vice Biake promoted. 
Ephraim M. Thayer, of the state of Ohio, to be 
2d lieut. 29th Dec. 1839. 
Second regiment of artillery. 
2d lieut. Arnold. E. Jones; to be Astlieut. 12th 
Nov. 1839, vice Peyton deceased. 


2d lieut. 13th, Nov. 1839, 
Third regiment of artillery. 


Arthur B. Lansing, late lieut. Ist artillery, to be 


2d lieut. Henrv A. Burton, to be Ist tient, toth 
Nov. 1839, vice Poole deceased. 

_ First regiment of infantry. 
Brevet major Greenleaf i a captain of the 
24 infantry, to be major 27th Nov. 1839, vice Gar- 
land promoted. 
Ist lieut. Sidney Burbank, to be captain 8th Nov. 
1839, vice McRee promoted quartermaster. 
Ist. lieut. Seth Eastinan, to be captain 12th Nov. 
1839, vice Barker deceased. 
2d lieut. W. E. Prine, to be Ist lieut. 8th Nov. 
1839, vice Burbank promoted. 
2d lieut. S. E. Muse, to be Ist lieut. 12th Nov. 
1839, vice Eastman promoted. 
2d lieut. G. W. T. Wood, to be Ist lieut. 16th 
Nov. 1839, vice Storer resigned. 


John C. Terrett, of the state of Virginia, to be 


2d lieut. 16th Nov. 1639. 


Benjamin H. Arthur, of the state of Vermont, 
to be 2d lieut. Ist Dec. 1839. 


Second regiment of infantry. 
Major Bennet Riley, of the 4th infantry, to be 
lieut. colonel, ist Dec. 1839, vice Cummings pro- 
noted. 


Ist lieut. A. Riviere Hetzel, to be captain 27th 
Nov, 1839, vice Dearborn pro:moted, - 


2d lieut. Charles E. Woodruff, to be Ist 
27th Nov. 1889, vice Hetzel promoted. 


R.J. Powell, of the state of North Carolina, to 
be 2d lieut. Ist Dec. 1839. 


Third regiment of infantry. 
Ist lieut. Nathaniel C. Macrae, to be captain 18th 
December, 1839, vice Walker appointed paymas- 
ter. ; 


2d lient. Josiah H. Vose. jr. to be Ist lieutenant 
18th Dec. 1839, vice Macrae promoted. 


Robt. D. Stephen, of the state of Virginia, to be 
2d lieut. 30th Dec. 1839. 


Fourth regiment of infantry. 


Lieut. col. Alex. Cummings, of the 2d infantry, 
to be col. Ist Dec. 1839, vice Cutler resigned. 


Major John Garland, of the Ist infantry, to be 
lieut. col. 27th Nov. 1839, vice Foster deceased. 


Brevet maj. Thos. Staniford, capt. 8th infantry, 
to be major Ist Dec. 1839, vice Riley promoted. 


2d lieut. M.C. M. Hammond, to be Ist lieutenant 
7th Nov. 1889, vice McCrabb deceased. 


Granville D. Haller, of the state of Pennsylvania, 
to be 2d lieut. 17th Noy. 1839. 


Wm. Brownwell, of the state of Connecticut, to 
be 2d lieutenant 31st Dec. 1839. 

Eighth regiment of infantry. 
Ist lieunt. Edmund A. Ogden, to be captain Ist 
Dec. 1839, vice Staniford promoted. 


2d lieut Lucius O’Brien, to be Ist lieutenant Ist 
Dec. 1839, vice Ogden promoted. 


Grafton D. Hanson, of the District of Columbia, 
to be 2d lieut, Ist Dec. 1839. 


II. Casualtivs. 
Resignations—Col. Enos Catler, 4th infantry, 
30th Nov. 1889. Lieut. col. Joshua B. Brant, de- 
puty quartermaster general, 7th Nov. 1839. Capt. 
Thomas S. Bryant, 2d drageons, 2d Dec, 1839. _ Ist 
lieut. W. H. Storer, Ist infantry, 15th Nov. 1839 
Ist lieut. R. E. Temple, ordnance, 15th Nov. 1839. 


Deaths—Brevet col. Wm. 8S. Foster, 4th infan- 
try, at Baton Rouge, Louisiana, 26th Nov. 1839. 
Capt. Thomas Barker, Ist. infantry, Tampa Bay, 
Florida, 11th Nov. 1839. Capt. R. H. Pey‘on, as- 
sistant quarterinaster, Tampa Bay, Florida, 11th 
Nov. 1839. Capt. John W. McCrabb, assistant 
quartermaster, St. Augustine, Florida, 6th Nov. 
1839. Ist lieut. Benj. Poole, 3d artillery, St. Au- 
gustine, Florida, 9th Nov. 1839. Ist lieut. James 
M. Bowman, Ist dragoons, Fort Wayne, Arkansas, 
2ist July, 1839, Ist lieut, Geo. C. Rodney, 3d ar- 
tillery, St. Augustine, Florida, 5th Nov. 1539. 2d 
lieut. Constant Freeman, 4th infantry, Fort Wayne, 
Arkansas, 17th Nov. 1889.. 2d _lieut. R. S, Jen- 
nings, 3d artillery, St. Augustine, Florida, 12th 
Noy. 1839. Paymaster John S. Lytle, New York, 
10th Dec. 1839, . : 

Dismissed— Paymaster R. A. Forsyth, 6th Dec. 
1839. 


11I—The officers promoted and appointed will 
report according to their promotion and appoint- 
ments, and join their proper stations, regiments or 
companies, withoutdelay. The second lientenants 
and the officers on detached service, or acting un- 
der special orders, will report by letter to thet: ve- 
spective colonels, and agreeably to their specialin- 
structions. By order of Arexannger Macoms, 


lieut. 








1839, vice Rodney deceased. pe 


2d lieut. W. A. Brown, to be dst heut. 6th Nov. 


major general commanding-in chief. 
a “ R. Jones, adjutant general. 
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BALTIMORE AND OHIO RAIL ROAD. 
THIRTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE PRESI- 
DENT AND DIRECTORS TO THE STOCKHOLDERS 
oF THE BALTIMORE AND One RAIL ROAD COM- 
PANY. 
Office of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company, 
January 1, 1840. 


' Pursuant to the provisions of the charter, the pre- _ 


sident and directors of the Baltimore and Ohio rail 
road coinpany subunit to the stockholders a statement 
of the aitairs of the company for the year ending the 
30th of Sept. 1839. 
First:—Of the main stem to its 

tion at Harper’s Ferry; and o 

branch. 

The revenue and expenses of the main stem, during 
the year, are shown by the annexed statement, pre- 
pared by the secretary, marked A; to which is sub- 
joined a summary statement,in the usual form, of 
the aifairs of the company, oa the first of October 
1839, maked B. 

The statement A exhibits a speedily increasing 
trade, and a growing: excess Of receipts over the ex- 
penditures. At the end of the year 1838, the ex- 
cess was little more than seven thousand dollars, and 
on the 80th of September last, it. armounted to up- 
wards of twenty-seven thousand dollars. The 
statement A also shows that the operations of the 
main stem, in connection with those of the Wash- 
ington branch, leave an excess over expenditures of 
$63,599 70. 

lt should also he observed, that of the increased 
trade of the past year, flour is the chief article, and 
that on the transportation of it, as will be hereaiter 
stated, the company loses at the present rate of toll, 
little less than two cents per ton, per inile. The 
system of economical expenditure, however hereto- 
fore aunounced, of which the improved condition of 
the road and the alteration at the planes constitute 
a material part, is maturing as rapidly as the nature 
and state of the service will allow; and notwith- 
standing the increased ‘trade, in the article of flour 
especially, the expenses of transportation being cre- 
dited with iteins not carried into the accounts, at 
the end of the year, and an extra supply of fuel for 
the use of the present year, have not exceeded, but 
on the contrary have fallen short of those of the pre- 
vious year. 

Tine ineans of the company being inadeqnate to 
reconstruct the remainder of the road to Harper’s 
Ferry, upon the substantial plan heretofore adopted, 
ainore thorough renovation of ‘the timber of the 
present track, and the entire renewal of four miles 
iminediately west of Parr’s ridge, became indispen- 
sable for the accomimodatio of the trade, and the 
security of the passengers; the delapidated condi- 
tion, also, of the old engines and passenger and 
burden cars, made it necessary in some instances 
entirely to renew them, and in others to make ex- 
tensive repairs, requiring among other things, a 
stock of materials, to be used during the current 
year, costing not less than nine thousand dollars. 
From these causes combined, the expenses of the 
main stem curing the year have been greater than 
they otherwise would have been; and they cannot 
be expecied to be materially less, until the moving 
power and machinery can be imadeas efficient as 
the extent of the trade and the safety of the passen- 
g2rs demand. 

Froin the same causes, it became necessary dur- 
ing the year to purchase and put upon the road, 
five new locoinotive engines; and in addition to 
these, tour others have been purchased, and will be 
on the road in the course of the present and ensu- 
ing month. During the same perie’ thirty-two 
single house cars, each calculated to contain twen- 
ty-five barrels of flour, have been constructed for the 
main stem, and inany of the old platform cars, here- 
tofore used for granite, have been converted into 
opeu box cars for the transportation of flour. Con- 
tracts have also been made for four new passenger 
cars, to be delivered in the course of the months of 
February and March next. 

The new road around the planes was completed 
during the year, and has been in operation siuce the 
mouth of Junelast. Although the time has been in- 
sufficient fully to test the advantages of the change, 
the effects may be in part inferred from the preced- 
ing observations; and every confidence is:entertain- 
ed that the expectations of the board from this aliera- 
tion will be realized. Besides the net saving in ac- 
tualexpenditure, considerable facilities are afforded 
to the passenger trains; and in the transit of bur- 
den trains between Baltimore and Frederick and 
Harper’s Ferry there is an average saving of at least 
forty-eight hours. The burden trains are now fre- 
quenily brought from Harper’s Ferry to Baltimore, 
there discharged, and returned again to Harper’s Fer- 
ry, Within twenty-four hours. 

Daring the year, ending on the 80th September, 
there were brousht on the read to Baltimore 264,033 


presen termina- 
the Washington 


barrels of flour exceeding by 121,521. barrels, the 
quantity received during the preceding year. + 

Since the 30th September and up.to the 20th ult. 
mo, 99,670 barrels have been brought down; in the 
month of October, 29,389; in November, 40,845, and 
from the 1st to the 20th ultimo, 29,436 barrels. 

With the greatest economy it has hitherto been 
possible to attain, the transportation of flour is esti- 
inated to cost now little less than six cents per ton 
per mile, and by the existing charter, the. company 
is permitted to charge no more than four cents per 
ton per mile; less than is authorised by the charter 
granted by Virginia and Pennsylvania, and less than 
is charged upon other roads, in other states of the 
union, 

Flour is not only the most burdensome, and most 
liable to injury of any article brought upon the road, 
but less indulgence is shown to the company for any 
delay in its transportation. It is an article also, high- 
ly important to the interests ot Baltimore and to the 
| community; and it is seen, that fully to. accommo- 
date this trade, the board have expended not only the 
capital of the stockholders, but the revenue derived 
from the road, A strong appeal, therefore, is made 
to the state, having so great an interest in the success 
of the company, to authorise an adequate toll for this 
branch of transportation. 

It is believed that with a reasonable increase of 
toll upon flour, in no wise onerous to any interest 
whatever, the time is at hand when, from the profits 
of the main stem, a- dividend may be made tothe 
stockholders. } 

Nevertheless, the obstacles arising from the pecu- 
liar construction of the road, involving heavy ex- 
penses in repairs, both of the track and machinery, 
wiil for some time remain, and the just expectations 
of the state and stockholders and of the community 
at large, can only be fully realized by pushing on 
their enterprise to the west, with the utmost energy 
and despatch. 

From Harper’s Ferry, every mile of the road may 
be said to pass through a country of great fertility, 
abounding in mineral resources, and capable of add- 
ing immensely to the trade of Baltimore. At Cum- 
berland it reaches a point, second in importance 
only to the Ohio river, and until it reach that point, 
neither the travel on the road, nor the trade of Balti- 
more, can be secure from the rivalry of the Pennsyl- 
vania works. To that point therefore, the board are 
urged forward by every consideration both of inter- 
est and duty. 

From the statement of revenue and expenditure 
from the Washington branch, marked C, it will ap- 
pear that a sufficient surplus accuioulated during the 
year, to warrant a further distribution among the 
stockholders, and the board accordingly declared a 
dividend of four per cent. payable on and after the 
30th day of Noveinber last. So that it will appear 
that with this dividend, and the bonus from the Wash- 
ington branch, the state continues to receive within 
a fraction of six per cent. upon the entire amount of 
her present investment. 

The necessity of constant expenditure upon the 
deep cuts in this road, and also of ballasting with 
gravel those parts of the track, where a soil unusu- 
ally retentive of water was encountered in the ex- 
cavation, a difficulty alluded to in a former report, 
still continues, and has served to diminish the sur- 
pee which otherwise would have remained for divi- 
dend. 

Second—As to the extension of the road beyond 

Harper’s Ferry. 

At the date of the last annual report, the surveys 
west of Harper’s Ferry, to Wheeling and to Pitts- 
burg, had been completed. Subsequently to that 
period, the board directed the location of the route 
from Harper’s Ferry to Cumberland, preparatory to 
the lettings, and also. of the greater portion of the 
lines west of Cumberland. Of that portion, lying 
between Harper’s Ferry and Cumberland, the loca. 
tion was completed early in the last spring; but 
that of the remaining part being unfinished in QOc- 
tober last, the board deemed it an act of proper 
precaution, during .the difficulties in the money 
inarket, to suspend their operations west of Cum- 
berland, and accordingly called in the corps of en- 
gineers who had been engaged in that part of the 
service. ; 

The necessary measures having been taken for 
procuring the right of way, the whole distance be- 
tween Harper’s Ferry and Cumberland, with the ex- 
ception of the section immediately adjoining Har- 
per’s Ferry, was placed under contract in the course 
of the last summer. For the section of Harper’s Fer- 
ry proposals were invited in November last, and the 
bids being now received, that portion also will be 
immediately let out. 

The sections already under contract have been 
let out, at prices not exceeding the estimates of the 
engineers, to coutractors who, as a body, are believ- 
|ed to be fully competent to comply with their en- 
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gayements, and upon stipulations exempting the 
company from datnages, in case of an interruption 
in the work for the want of means to prosecute it, 

Most of the contracts were signed in the month 
of August, and the work fairly commenced. in Sep- 
tember. Gi 

During the existing difficulties in the money mar- 
ket, and under the uncertainty of advantageously 
disposing of the state and city stock, it has been the 
policy of the board to circuinscribe the work of the 
contractors, and submit to a moderate but steady 
prosecution of their enterprise, rather than, by 78 
vancing too rapidly, to incur the necessity of sacri- 
ficing the means at their command. , 

The force at present employed, however, amounts 
to 1,495 men and 466 horses, and up to the Ist ulti- 
mo, the work actually done amounted to $185,659, 
leaving to be done the estimated amount of 1,378,298 
dollars. Many of the light sections remain untouch- 
ed; but all the heavy parts of the work are progress- 
ing with good speed, under judicious and energetic 
inanagement. 

The completion of the work must, of course, de- 
pend upon the energy and rapidity. with which. the 
ineans of the company will enable the board to push 
it forward; and these again depend chiefly upon the 
state of the money market. But at the rate at 
which the graduation, masonry and bridging are 
now progressing, should the means of the board en- 


rable it to procure the materials for the track, and 


prosecute the work with spirit during the next year, 
the road may and ought to be completed and in use 
to Cumberland in the year 1842. 

The means of the company for the extension of 
the road west of Harper’s Ferry consist: 


First—Of the subscription of the city of Baltimore 
amounting to $3,000,000. 

Second—Of that of the state of Maryland of 
$3,000,000. 

Third—Of that of the state of Virginia, amount- 
ing in all to $1,360,000, and 

Fourth—Of that of the city of Wheeling of 
$1,000,000. 

According to-the present law, the subscription of 
the state of Virginia will not be available until the 
completion of the road, and it is therefore apparent 
that, under circumstances, the chief reliance of the 
company must be upon the subscriptions by the city 
of Baltimore and the state of Maryland. 

The former is made, expressly, upon the condi- 
tion “that the whole suim shall be exclusively appli- 
ed to the prosecution of the work in an unbroken 
line from Harper’s Ferry, or such point near that 

lace as shall be selected, from which the extension 
shall be made.” 

This condition plainly indicates the intention of 
the city councils, by extending the roalin an un- 
broken line, to keep open an uninterrupted trade 
from the country through which it will pass; and as 
it will require not less than the amount of the sub- 
scription to coinplete the road from Harper’s Ferry 
to Cumberland, the whole sum may be considered 
as exclusively applicable between these points. 

The subscription is payable to the company in 
money, in instalments not exceeding $1,000,000 in 
any one year. It is also made the duty of the com- 
inissioners of finance to borrow the sum necessary 
to meet the payments by ineans of a city stock cre- 
ated for that purpose, and at their last session the 
city councils levied a direct tax in order to pay the 
interest upon the instalment of the first year. 

Up to the present time, the only payiaspis on ac- 
count of the city subscription have been made by 
loans from the banks of Baltimore, procured, at the 
instance of the company, upon a pledge of city stock 
furnished for that purpose by the commissioners of 
finance; and it is believed that the work may be 
carriedon until the first of February next by the | 
same means. 

The subscription on the part of the state. was ori- 
ginally payable to the company in money, by the 
treasurer, to be raised {rom the sale of currency 
bonds, bearing an interest of 6 per cent. These 
bonds however, were directed to be offered for sale 
first in Europe before they could be sold elsewhere; 
and in order to provide for the interest for a period 
of three years, could only be sold at a net premium 
of 20 per cent. retin, 

These terms proving impracticable, and there be- 
ing reason to believe, from the representations of 
one of the state’s commissioners in England, that 
sterling bouds were better adapted to, and would be 
more saleable in the European market, the legisla- 
ture, at their last session, substituted in lieu of the 
old currency bonds, sterling bonds, bearing an in- 
terest of five per cent. fay le, principal and inter- 
ést, in London. In order to provide for the interest 
for 3 years, an amount of bonds equal to $8,200,0 
was issued, and delivered directly to’ the 

















in payment of the states’ subscription, the ¢om 
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| rk ns, from inquiries 
madéin New York and , that they could 
not be advan disposed of in the United 


ted to Europe, ihere to make 
; ang ements a: Te should décin best for their 


je these bonds could be prepared and 
0 London, a very unfavorable change 
place in the European market. Ameri- 
‘accumulated there in an unpre- 
fed Quantity, anda general depression had 
ker race | the value. Many causes con 
n ‘Confidence in American credit; the efforts 
. Bank soap ye to render, money ‘scarce and 
fereater value, also, made operations in American 
sks still more difficult; but the sales of Maryland 
tering borids, of a like character, in small amounts 
and at reduced prices, and the yiobbe knowledge 
that there would be forced sales of similar bonds, at 
ven léss rates, rendered asale of any ‘portion of 
1ose belon ing the rail road company, unless at 
prices ‘prejad iat ‘to the credit of the state, and 
ruinous to the interests of the company, absolutely 
impossible. 
_ From all these causes, and since the great cha 
wwitieh hae ta en place in the money market in Eu- 
rope, and in the investment by capitalists, itis be- 
eved that any large operations in American stocks, 
pan advantageous terms cannot in future be relied 
upon. On the contrary, without being sacrificed to 
to the great injury of state credit, they must be dis- 
posed of gralaally, under judicious management, as 

e wants of the capitalists nay require. 

’ Consulting not more the interests of the company, 
than the credit of the state, so necessary to the 
secution of all her public enterprises, the president 
declined disposing of any portion of the bonds com- 
‘mitted to him, iat the prices established by other 
sales; and from the same motives, deemed it advisa- 
ble to place them ina train of sale, when circum- 
stances shall render it expedient—securing in the 
mean time,;—irst, the advance of such amount of 
capital as the future necessities of the company are 
likely. to require; and second, such an agency as 
would exert the greatest influence, in sustaining the 
credit of the securities, and in the event of sale; be 
most likely to obtain the best price. Snch an ar- 
rangement, notwithstanding the high value of mo- 
ney in England, and the liability of other bonis of 
the state to be sold at reduced prices, the president 
succeeded in making with the house of Messrs, Bar- 
ing, Brothers Co. of London, It will be optional 
with the company, from their view of their neces- 
sities, to accept the advances, and previous to its 
disposition.abroad, there is nothing to prevent a sale 
of the stotk in the United States, should an oppor- 
tunity offer for that purpose. 

The necessity of using the advances, of which the 
company has the option from the house in London, 


’ " 


can only arise froma continued depression in the 


Stat eet g request e board, the president 





money market, or from an inability on the part of 


the cify of Baltiniore to pay her subscription. _ 

It is obvious, however, that unless some disposi- 
tion can be made of the stock created for the pur- 
pase, the city of Baltimore will not be able to com- 

ly with het engagements, and therefore, the board 
sed called upon to assist, by any legitimate means 
in their power, to render the stoc 
available. 

For this purpose, a large majority of the board has 
determit f to offer the contractors and proprietors 
of abd, in aye for their work, and the right of 
way, certificates, authorising the transfer at par of 
the six per cent. stock of the city of Baltimore 
whenee yresented in suns of $100, or upwards; and 
suc ertific 


ahet tere is a to ares _ 

ctors and others may and will accept without loss. 
That entire Sonaderice may be felt in the certi- 
ficates, the requisite amount of city stock will be 
received by the company, simultaneously with each 
feene in payment of so much of the subscription, on 
the part of the city, and be immediately vested in 
two commissioners, in trust, for the holders of the 
certificates; which, in form, will be orders upon the 
co ssioners to transfer the stock when demand- 
ed in the proper amounts. : 

Beiter security than is here presented to the cre- 
ditor, or one less exposed to the mischief which the 
existing laws of the state intended to prevent, could 
not be desired, and would be worthy of public con- 
fidence and an. extended favor in a season of less 
embarrassment than that in which the community 
. aeores of the ecage wil ps found = 
means, of .prosecating this great enterprise, wit 
which a seacity ot the city and state is inti- 


immediately 





mately interwoven, by the sale of the city stock at 
its par value, of sili vod the'ste 4 'ends'com- 
mitted to this company, and,—so far as their ma- 
nagement can effect it,—the credit of the state itself, 
tpbe the secure basis on which Be es been 
placed; and amid difficuities destructive of almost 
every other enterprise, ‘of pressing forward to com- 
pletion that which the whole coinmunity ‘is ‘so iin- 
patiently awaiting. be es 

The ‘expedient may not be successful; but the 
stake is too great, and the crisis too uigent, to war- 
rant the board in leaving it untried; and they confi- 
dently rely upon their fellow citizens of all parties 
and of every class, and upon the public authorities, 
to sanction its adoption and encourage its prosecn- 
tion. ‘By order of the board, : 

LOUIS McLANE, president. 


| A 
Statement shewing the edie ond 


the 
Baltimore and Ohio rail roud, for the year Haine 


1st October, 1839. 
The amount received forthe transpor- 
tation of very kg and merchandise 
for the year ending Ist October, 1839, ’ 





is $407,347 50 
And the dividend received from the 

Washington branch is 41,304 00 

Making ‘together $448,651 50 


The expenses have been as follows, to wit: 

For transportation $148,242 54* 

For repairs of railway 97,920 74 

For repairs of locomotives 31,465 74 

For repairs of burden cars 14,011 03 

For repairs of passenger cars 4,199 50 

For repairs of the Monocacy 
& Harper’s Ferry bridges, 
and of depots and water 
stations 

For office expenses and sa- 
laries, and various contin- 
gent expenses 

For interest on the million 
and other loans 


Making 


9,860 20 


7,001 15 
67,350 90 





380,051 80 





And showing a surplus of revenue of $68,599 70 
Office of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company, 
October 1, 1839. J.1. ATKINSON, sec’y. 
B] 

Summary statement of the affairs of the Baltimore and 
Ohio rail road company, on the 1st of Oct. 1839. 
The company have received for stock $3,982,972 50 
And for stock in the Washington 

branch road over and above the 
million loan created for the pur- 


pose 32,600 00 





Making together $4,015,572 50 
And they have expended the follow- 
ing, to wit: 
For construction of road 
to Frederick and Har- 
*3 Ferry, including 
real estate, locomotive 
steam power, passenger : 
and burden cars, and an 
item of $43,115 14 call- 
ed ‘deferred interest” — 
and also including the re- 
construction and change 
of location round the in- 
clined planes at Parrs’ 
ridge $4,145,774 10 
For surveys, right of way, 
graduation and contin- 
encies west of Harpers’ 
erry including the a- 
mount paid to the agent 
for negotiating the state 
stock 


Making 


246,741 56 





$4,392,515 65 





ar OF an over expenditure of capi- 


tal o $376,948 15 


*The superintendent of transportation has paid over 
for sales of horses, coal, oil casks, &c. $9,107 22, the 
crediting of which was suspended on the 30th Septem- 
ber, 1839, for the settlement of some outstanding debts, 
and with which the expenses of transportation are now 
to be credited. 

The superintendent also re that the extra quan- 
tity of fuel on hand at the end of the year, with which 
expenses of transportation are to hecceefited, amownt; 
ed to 1,500 tons of coal, equal to $9,750. ‘These two 
sums, amounting together to $18,857 22, whea credited 
Saiag Si Sopa, ables aby Sebi 
ending ot ptember, 1,18 DY 90,014 
thin thoee of the Vaet cidinny the $0: Ehipeciatace , 1838. 





Against which go 


The company have to the credit of their 


revenue account including dividends 

from the Kier oy bratuch road $1,532,301 24 
e following char- 

ges, to wil: 


Transportation expenses $550,345 55 





Repairs of railwa 336,454.40 
Repairs of locomotive 74,155 52 
‘Repairs of burden cars 62,474 17 
Repairs of passengercars 10,986 09 
‘Repairs of the Monocae 

bridge, of the Harpers’ 

Ferry viaduct, and of de- 3 

pots and water stations 26,360 38 
Interest on the million loan 

and on other money 296,042 04 
Office expenses and sala- 

ries,printingand various 

contingent expenses 24,897 79 

. 1,381,715 94 





And shewing a surplus revenue - 

ainounting to $150,585 30 
The company have bills payable out 332,558 33 
Of which have been given 

for the city of Baltimore, 

with a pledge of her 





stock $218,488 33 
And on the company’s own | 
account 114,125 00 





332,558 33 
Office of the Baliimore and Ohio rail road company, 
Oct. 1, 1839. J. 1. ATKINSON, secretary. 


[C] 

Statement of the affairs of the Washington branch of 
ihe Baltiore and Ohio rail road, on the ist of Oc- 
tober, 1839. 

The Washington branch rail road has | 
stock $1,650,000 00 

And there have been expended in 
making the road, ane in real estate 
and depots, locomotive steam power, _ 
and burden and passenger cars 1,665,362 05 





Showing an over-expenditure on ac- 
count of capital of $15,362 05 


After making a dividend of 10 per cent. in stock, 
and 4 per cent. in money, last year, there re- 











mained $13,214 09 
The revenue from the transportation of 
passengers and merchandise, for the 
year ending 30th September, 1839, 
has been 194,075 17 
$207,289 26 
From which are to be taken the fol- 
lowing expenses, to wit: 
Bonus to the state, one- 
fifth of the receipts from 
passengers $37,368 91 
Expenses of transportation 29,242 71 
Repairs of railways, ma- 
chinery and cars 56,845 48 
Office expenses, taxes on 
property, &c. 6,395 36 
Interest, Elkridge Landing 
*| bridge annuity 1,250 00 
131,102 46 
Leaving a surplus of revenue of *$76,186 80 


Office of the Baltimore and Ohio rail road company 
Oct. 1, 1889, J. 1. ATKINSON, secrecy. : 





CHESAPEAKE AND QuIOo CANAL. It is a grati- 
fication to us to be able to state, for the information 
especially of our readers in this district, Maryland 
and paris adjacent, that information has. been re- 
ceived by letters from London, under date of the 
6th ultimo, of the sale of a sufficient amount of the 
Maryland state five per cent. bonds issued in be- 
half of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal compan 
(added to the sales of said bonds made by the di- 
rectors in this country) to pay all the old debts of 
the company to banks and bankers in the United 
States and in Europe, and leave a surplus for the 
redemption of the company’s scrip (notes) now in 


circulation. [ Nat. Intel. 


—_—- 





*Four dollars per share of the 
above mentioned surplus was, 
onthe 30th Nov. 1 divid- 
ed among the stockholders $66,000 00 

And this sum reserved to go to- 
wards the extinction of the 
debt due by the revenue to the 


capital 





136 80 
10,196 80 so 60 
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STATES OF THE UNION. 
ee ene en ps ati 
‘The legislature of Maine assembled at Augusta, 
on the Ist inst. ‘Stephen C. Foster was chosen 
president of the senate, and E. Haulin, speaker of 
the liouse. The latter received 108 votes; against 
58 for E. H. Allen, whig. | 
MASSACHUSETTS. 3 
_ The Massachusetts legisiature met.at Boston on 
the Ist inst. Inthe senate, Daniel P. Hing was 
chosen president, and Chas..Calhoun, clerk. In the 
house, Robert,C. Winthrop, was elected speaker, 
_and Luther $. Cashing, clerk. The vote for speak- 
er stuod R. 3 Winthrop, (whig), 239; Nathaniel 
Wood,.( V. B.) 224; maj. 15. 


- Congressional election. In the 6th congressional 
district of Massachusetts, the whig candidate, Mr. 
Baker, is declared- by the governor and council 
elected by 80 majority and will at once take his 
seat. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
The following is a list of state senators for 1839-40. 
Districts. 1 Philadelphia city—Frederick Fraley, 
S. Packman ) 

2 County of Philadelphia—Michael Suyder, Charles 
Brown, Samuel Stevenson. pm 

T Wiancsers. Chester and Delaware—Henry My- 
ers, Nathaniel Brooke, John B. Sterigere.* 

4. Bucks— William T. Rogers. 

5, Berks—John Miller. - 

6. Lancaster and York—John Strohm, James A. 
Caldwell, Tnomas E. Cochran. Ne 

7. Dauphin and Lebanon—John Killinger. 

8. Huntington, Mifflin, Juniata, Perry and Union— 
Robert P. Maclay, James M. Bell. ; 

9. Columbia and Schuylkill—Charles Frailey. 

10. Lehigh and Northampton—Abraham Shortz.* 

11,-Luzerne, Monroe, Wayne and Pike—Ebenezer 
Kingsbury, jr. 3 

12. Lycoming, Centre, Clinton and Northumberland 
—Robert P. Flemming.* 

13. Bradford and Susquehanna—Elibu Case. 

14. Franklin, Cumberland and Adams—C. B. Pen- 
rose, Thos. C. Miller. 

15. Bedford and Somerset—John C. Plumer. 


be gt sen Sprott,* Wm. Morton.* 

* “sa sel Carothers.* 
u otts. 

Delaware—Joha K. Zeilin.* . . 
Somerset and Cambria—Fred’k Neff, Jonas Keim.* 
Lycoming, Clearfield and Clinton—Isaac Bruner, 

James H. Laveriy. 

Adams—Daniel M. Smyser,* William Albright,* 

Centre—Samuel Strohecker. } 

Crawford—Gaylord Church, James Henry. 

Greene—Levi H e, 

Mere, Mam at + . Snowden. 

Erie—Witliam M. Watts,* Samuel! Hutchins.* 

Mercer—Samuel Goodwin, John Hoge. _ 

Whigs and anti-masons thus (*)—democratic? mem- 
bers 68—opposition 32. 

SOUTH CAROLINA. 

The legislature of South Carolina adjourned on 
Saturday, 21st ‘ult. The list of acts comprises but 
twenty-one, and they were generally of a private na- 
ture. A bill to’provide against the suspension of 
specie payments by the banks was defeated. 


GEORGIA. 

At a meeting of the democratic members of the 
legislature of Georgia, the following persons were 
nominated as candidates for congress, viz: Thomas 
Glasscock, Alfred Iverson, D. C. Campbell, Junius 


Hillier, Josiah S. Patterson, Robert W. Pooler, = 


Fraucis H. Cove, John H. Lumpkin, Hopkins Hal- 
sey; and as candidates for electors of president and 
vice president, Valentine Walker, Wm. B.. Hoff- 


;man, Wm. B. Bullock, John Robinson, John Bates, 


Thomas F. Anderson, Milner Echols, Samuel 
Groves, Wm. A. Tennville, Thomas Wooten, Sa- 
muel Beall. 


ALABAMA. 

The Van Buren state convention assembled in 
Tuscaloosa, on Monday week, and nominated Mar- 
tin Van Buren, for president, and William R. King, 
of that state, fur vice president, subject to the deci- 
sion of a national convention. 


William R. King and J. K. Polk, are the candi- 
dates brought out by the friends of the administra- 





17. Washington—John Ewing. | 

18. Fayette and Greene— Wm. F. Coplan. | 

19. Allegheny and Butler—W um. Purviance, Thomas 
S.. Williams.* 

20. Beaver and Mercer—John J. Pearson. 

21. Crawford and Erie—Joseph M. Sterrett. 

92, Jefferson, McKean, Potter, Tioga, Venango and 
Warren—Samuel Haya. 

23. Indiana, Armstrong, Clarion, Cambria and 

Clearfieild—Findlay Patterson.* qa 

New members thus (*)—democrats 17, in italic—op- 
position of all classes, 16 in roman. 


House of representatives. Philadelphia city—Benja- 
min M. Hinchman,* Jesse R. Burden,* William .A. 
Crabb,* Edward E. Law,* J. Coleman Fisher,* George 
Rush Smith,* Jacob Gratz* rs 

Philadelphia county—Benjamin Crispin, Abraham 
Helffenstein, Edward A. Penni:mnan, William Bonsall, 
Franklin Lee, J. W. Griffith, Francis Lyons, Daniel 
D. George. 


Bucks—Stokes L. Roberts, William Fields, Samuel 
Penrose. 

Chester—Joseph Bailey, Joel Swayne, John Morgan, 
Joshua: Harishorne.’ ; 

Lancaster—Abraham N. Cassel,* Benjamin G. 
Herr,* James Henderson,* Joseph Konigmacher,* 
George Ford,* Benjamin Kauffman.* 
F York—Jacob Stickel, William Snodgrass, R. Gra- 

am. 


Cumberland—Abraham §S. McKinney, John Zim- 
merman. 

Perry—William B. ‘Anderson. 

Berks—Adam Schoener, Henry Flannery, Peter Fil- 
bert, Daniel B. Kutz. 

Schuylkill—Augustus Holmes. — 

Northampton and Monroe—Richard Brodhead, jr. 
John Flick, Moses W. Cowtkonan. 
- Lehigh—Beajamia meg ael Ritter. 

Pike and Wayne—Ephraim. W. Hamlin. 

Northuimberland—Charles i, (tr 

om Juniata and Unioa—Abraham 8. Wilson, 
William Cox, sen. Lsaac Hottenstein. 

Columbia— William Colt. 

Washington—William Hopkins, John Parke, Ro- 
bert Love. 

Westmoreland—Samuel Hill, William: Johnson. 

Armstrong and Clarion—Charles Evans. 

Indiana— Allen K. Work.* 

Jefferson, McKean and Warren—Wnm. P. Wilcox. 

Fayeite—Wm. Andrews, Robert P. Flenniken. 

Bedford—Thomas B. McElwee, Mariin Loy. 

Franklina—William McKinstry, James Nill. 
g mtaormery— Charice D. Jones, Enos Benner, Geo, 

nyder. 


Dauphin—Valentine Hummel, William Mc Clure.* 
Lebanon—Goileib Kintzle,* 

Luzerne—Chester Builer,* Joseph Griffin. 
Susquehanna—Charles Chandler. 
Bradford—David F. Barstow. 


tion party. 

Col. Sykes has resigned the office of president of 
the Decatur, Ala. bank, and Mr. Geo. W. Carroll 
has been elected to fill the vacancy. 


_ TENNESSEE. 

Bank resumption. On the subject of compelling 
the banks immediately to resume and continue 
specie payments for alf their dues, the Tennessee 
legislators have been equally unsuccessful. 
house passed a resolution to that effect December 
13, by a vote of 38 to 33; those voting in the affir- 
mative except. five being Van Buren men, anid 
those in the negative whigs, except eight. The 
resolution was then sent to the senate for concur- 
rence. 


The. senate, after debate, voted to non-concur, 
and accordingly returned the resolution to the house. 

But ona sober second thought, they concluded 
they had missed a figure, and wished to act upon 
the question anew. So they sent their clerk to 
the house, December 18th, with the following mes- 
sage: 

“Mr. Speaker: The senate are disposed to re- 
consider their vote, non-cuncurring with your reso- 
lution, requiring the several banks of this state to 
resume the payment of specie—and I am conse- 
quently directed most respectfully to ask its return 
to that body.”’ 


But the house had by this time altered their 
minds,.as well as the senate; and on the question 
of taking up the message for consideration, the 
votes stood—yeas 27, noes 39. So the resolution 
of the house was not concurred in—the senate 
wishing to concur, but the house not permitting 
them to do so. [ Jour. of Com. 


Anli-liquor law of Tennessee. The Tennessee 
house of representatives have had a hard battle on 
the subject of the license laws. ‘Some of the gen- 
tlemen not being: satisfied with the prohibitory law 
passed a year or two ago, introduced a bill ‘having 
for its object to render the old law more ‘liberal.” 
There appeared to be a decided majority in favor 
of the measure, and the only difficulty was. how to 
shape the new law. On this point, there were of 
course different opinions. Some wanted this pro- 
vision embodied in it; others that. At length after 
a great deal of labor, the new bill was concocted 
into a shape which the striped pig gentry, or most 
of them deemed satisfactory—though Mr. Nave, 
(Knave), wished ‘all freemen in this lower world,” 
residing ih Tennessee, to se!l liquor or drink it, in 
large quantities or small, as might suit them best. 
On taking the question on the new bill, it. was 
found to be such a piece of patch work, that a ma- 
jority sWere wot in favor of it. “Phe votes stood— 





T aud Potter—Lewis B. Cole. 
Hedtingdon—John Mortison;* Joseph Higgins.” 


yeas 33, nays 39. So the bili was rejected. This 


leghany—George Darsie,* John McDowell,* Wm. | i 


The 


| this $200,000 have been 






was on December 17th. Qn the following io 
ing, however, a reconsideration was mo 


| carried—36 to 35. In the afternoon the bill w: 
|laid on the table. Whether any thing Sagttiet would 


be done on the subject, was problematieal. In the 
mean time the old law continued in foree. 
[ Jour. Com. 
The hon. Felix Grundy. It appears that the hon. 
Felix Grundy, attorney eanatel of the Ur Stes 
who was recently elected a senator of the United 
States by the legislature of Tennessee, did not con- 
sider himself constitutionally eligible at the time of 
his election, and we learn from the Nashville Whi 
of the 14th that.on that day his resignation was laid 
before the legislature. It concludes by saying that 
he. had resigned the office of attorney general,.and 
was then, in every sense of the word, an “‘inhabi- 
tant” of Tennessee. On the same day Mr. Grundy 
was again elected by the legislature, a senator of 
the United States—no other candidate being nated 
in opposition to him. { Balt. Post. 
KENTUCKY. 


The legislature of Kentucky met.on*Monday, the 
2d instant. At first, there was considerable diffi- 
culty in electing a speaker of the senate. On the 
second day, Mr. Hanson was elected, the two op- 
ing candidates, Messrs. Johnston and Wingate, 
having witherawa. 

Mr. Helm was elected speaker of the house on 
the second a: | 

Gov. Wickliffe’s message was received and read 
upon the 3d. inst. It is an able document, and not 
unreasonably long. 


Message of gov. Wickliffe, of Kentucky. This is 
a very sensible document, and like all others pro- 
mulgated annually from the gubernatorial head of 
the several states, is mainly interesting to the ge- 
neral reader for its authentic statistics. 


The taxes paid by the good people of Kentucky, 
are considerably less pro rata on their property, 
than what is assessed and paid by any other state 
in the union. His excellency advocates the cause 
of internal improvements in that state, with great 
earnestness and cogency of reasoning. There are 
now completed, or nearly so, 813 miles of state 
roads, and 120 miles of the Green river have been 
made navigable during the whole year, by means 
of dams, locks, &c. and also 80 miles of the Ken- 
tucky river up from its mouth. The whole in- 
debtedness of the state is less than one million, to 
say nothing of its bank stock, which is worth the 
face of it or cost. ‘To complete all her improve- 
ments wiil cost in all only $6,176,379. This com- 
paratively small expenditure will give to the state 
the full benefit of 813 miles of excellent public 
roads, and 853 miles of slack water navigation, 
capable of floating steamboats of 200 tons burthen 
at the dryest season of the year. 


OHIO. 


It appears by the message of the governor of 
Ohio, that the discounts of the banks of that state, 
in May, 1837, amounted to $19,505,662. On the 
first of September, 1839, they were reduced to 
$11,268,125. Their circulation appears to have 
been diminished between the 30th of April and the 
30th of September last, $1,824,419. 


From the same document,we learn that 15,000,000 
dollars will be required to complete all the public 
works which have been commenced: by that state. 
Their completion is urged by the governor. 

The revenue of the state, from various sources, 
amounted, during the last fiscal year, to $528,851 
18. 


The amount received from tolJs on the various 
canals in the state was $478,483 51. Increase 
since last year $42,534 17. 

The sehool fund amounts to $271,844 63. Of 
paid to the different coun- 


ties the past year. 


The tolls collected on the national road amounts 
to $62,496 10. . : 

The total debt of the state is now $12,019,830 85. 

The revenue from the state penitentiary amounts 
to $54,000. Expenditures 35,000 dollars. Excess 
$19,000. 


INDIANA. 


Governor Wallace’s message to the legislature of 
Indiana was delivered onthe 3dinstant. We glean. 
from it some statistics, not having room for lengthy 
extracts. . 

The assessment of taxable property in the states 
for 1839 is as follows: A hk ae Ra 

Lands, 7,475,320 acres, 

Town lots, 

Corporation stocks, 

Personal property, 
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e tigek | in lands, &c. unassessed is estimated 
at 1430044 


“he state debt created by sale of stock bonds is 
as ° , 





For the Wabash and Erie canal, $1,727,000 
For the Lawrenceburg and Indiana- 
polis rail road, 3 221,000 


For bank stock in anticipation of 
surplus revenue, 
or the system of internal improve- 
ments, A cai aieelat 

For the state bank, 


294,000 


5,932,000 
1,890,000 





es | $10,064,000 
~ The whole amount of lands in the state subject 
to taxation is now 8,922,122 acres. 

This will be augmented in 1813 to more than fif- 
een tmillious of acres. 

“The revenues of the state are estimated to be 
adequate to meet the interest on the state bonds, 
but the failure to procure money from the sale of 
other bonds has caused great embarrassments among 
the contractors on the public work. Governor Wal- 
lace recommends to provide against the dilapida- 
tion of those portions of the works which are left 
unfinished—to finish some entirely and ‘others to 

ints when they may be rendered available. 

The condition of the state bank is represented as 
healthy. On the 31st of October her assets amount- 
edto $6,240,328 25 

And her liabilities, excepting to 
the state and stockholders, to 





3,493.042 60 





Excess of assets, $2,747,285 65 

Her circulativn at that time was $3,124,497 00 

Specie, 1,021,490 00 

The bank has-not suspended specie payments. 

The attention of the legislature is directed to the 
importance of the harbor at Michigan City, and the 
need of an appropriation by congress for the con- 
struction of a harbor. 


There have been 473 arrivals and departures of | 


vessels at that port the past year. There have 
been shipped 272,400 bushels of grain, and 10,368 
barrels of flour, besides large quantities of pork and 
other articles of which no account has been kept. 
There has been discharged 1,850 tons of merchan- 
dise and 9,009 barrels of salt. The necessity of 
improving the harbor is exemplified by the fact, 
that within three weeks previous to the 23d of No- 
vember; fen vessels have been stranded in the vi- 
cinity, and the cargoes of some of them entirely 
lost. [ Cleveland Herald.” 
ILLINOIS. 

Governor Carlin’s message. The legislature of 
this state has assembled in accordance with the go- 
vernor’s proclamation of the 19th of October last. 
The message enters directly upon the chief subjects 
which seemed by their pressing importance to re- 
quire legislative action before the usual period of 
the session. A reduction of the state debt and a 
suspension of many of the public works which re- 
quire continual and heavy expenditures are urged 
as prominent topics for consideration. The debt 
of INinois, on the completion of all the works au- 
thorised by law, will amount to twenty-one million 
three hundred and forty-six thousand four hundred 
and forty-four dollars, from which will accrue an 
annual interest, amounting to about one million 
three hundred thousand dollars. 

The meszage refers to the circumstances under 
which this heavy responsibility was incurred, and 
alludes to the enterprising, speculative spirit which 
was then active throughout the country. The poli- 
cy of simultaneously commencing all the works 
and constructing them in detached parcels, thus 
making the completion of the most important de- 
pend upon the completion of the whole, is spoken 
of as alike at variance with the principles of sound 
economy, and destructive to the interests of the 
state and to the system in all its parts. The vast debt 
already incurred, the interest of which must be 
promptly paid, and the deranged state of the mone- 
tary affairs of this and other countries, making the 
Ne pom of Joans on acceptable terins exceed- 
ingly difficult, if not impracticable, interpose in the 
opinion of the governor, insurmountable obstacles 
to the successful prosecution of the system as now 
authorised by law. It is therefore earnestly recom- 
mended to concentrate all future labor and expen- 
ditures upon the most useful and promising works, 


and for the improvement of such of the larger class, 


of rivers as may be’ susceptible of steamboat navi- 

gation; and to suspend operations and expendi- 

tures upon all others, at least until the first are 
ted. 

The legisiature is informed of the results of va- 
rious negotiations which have been entered into 
during the year for the sale of state stocks. Messrs. 
Rawlings-and Oakley, two of the fund commission- 
ers, contracted with a house in London for the de- 


livery of state bonds to the amount of four mil- 
lions, half a million of which was to be paid in rail 
road iron, and $250,000 more to be drawn for op 
the delivery of the bonds. The governor inforins 
the assembly that he hesitated to sign bonds to the 
amount of $4,000,000 in the nt deranged state 
of financial affairs, and in fact executed such pa- 
rs to the amount only of $1,500,000—that sum 

ing necessary to secure the contract. Other ne- 
gotiations for smaller suins are mentioned. In re- 
ference to the state canal, the aggregate cost of 
which when completed, will be over eight millions 
of dollars, more than usual difficulty has been ex- 

erienced in the efforts made to procure means for 
ils prosecution, The failure to negotiate loans for 
the carrying on of this work, aside from the de- 
rangement of the financial affairs of this country 
aud of Europe, is, in a great measure, attributable 
to a provision in the law rendering the payments of 
interest annual. It is usual in the case of bonds 
generally issued by states to stipulate that payments 
of interest shall be made semi-annually or quarter- 
ly, which of course gives them preference in the 
market over such as provide for less frequent pay- 
ments. ‘The discussion of topics connected with 
the subjects of finance and internal improvements 
occupies the greater part of the message. 

The consideration of the banking affairs of the 
state affords matter for the concluding portion of 
the document. The views of the governor are ex- 
pressed without reserve, and the opinion is declar- 
ed that the incorporation of companies for the re? 
gulation of the financial operations of the country 
is at war with the genius of a free government.— 
The message dwells at some length upon what are 
considered to be the evils of a currency liable to 
expansions and contractions. In connection with 
the late suspension of specie payments by the State 
bank of Illinois, it is said that, in the opinion of the 
execulive, no exigency can possibly happen to jus- 
tify the refusal of the bank to pay her obligations at 
maturity. The capital stock of this institution was 
augmented three years ago by state subscription 
to $2,000,000. Some charges are brought against 
the bank without other specification than common 
rumor, to the effect that instead of confining her 
operations within the provisions of her charter and 
the ordinary functions which properly pertain to a 
just exercise of her privileges, she has engaged in 
speculating in the staple products of the country, 
or furnishing the greater part of her capital to a 
few favorite individuals for this purpose. £t is re- 
commended that no law be passed to legalize the 
suspension of specie payments on the part of the 
bank, and that a rigid and thorough examination be 
instituted into its condition. [ Balt. Amer. 

IOWA. 

Upon the question of the admission of Iowa into 
the union, the territorial legislature have passed, by 
a vote of 21 to 4, a resolution that it is inexpedient 
at the present time to take any preparatory steps 
towards that end. 


INVENTIONS, IMPROVEMENTS, &c. 

A printing machine of extraoidinary powers is in 
operation in New Jersey. The following paragraph 
in reference to it is from the Philadelphia U.S, Ga- 
zette: 

A scientific gentleman of our city felt so much 
interest in the printing machine now in operation 
in Hanover, New Jersey, that he wrote to that place 
for information, and learned that the machine is the 
invention of Mr. Thomas Trench. The rags are 
taken to the mill and made into paper; that paper 
is runon a reel and taken to the printing machine, 
which prints six spelling books in one minute, and 
three hundred books in an hour. The sheets are 
printed on both sides at one operation. The types 
are set on aniron cylinder, and one revolution prints 
a book. ‘Che ink is supplied by a roller moved by 
machinery. 

Mr. Thomas Trench is making a machine now 
which prints two common bibles in one minute.— 
The machinery is not complicated. We have seen 
samples of the work, which appear to be very 
good. 


The Daguerreotype. The New York Observer 
has been favored with the sight of a large number 
of pictures from a collection of the exquisitely 
beautiful results of this wonderful discovery, just 
arrived from Paris, several of them by Daguerre 
himself. The collection is in the hands of M. 
Gourraud, a gentleman of taste, who arrived in the 
steam packet British Queen, and who made himself 
acquainted with the mode of ubtaining these results, 
under the immediate instruction of M. Daguerre. 
M. Gourraud is on his way to tlie Havana for the 
purpose of transmitting to Paris photographic views 
of the scenery of that part of the world. 








Of the excellence and beauty of these pictures, 
the Observer says: 





_Our readers may suppose that, after reading the 
highly wrought descriptions of the new art, which 
we have transferred to our paper from European 
prints we were prepared to form something like an 
adequate conception of its powers; but we can only 
say as the queen of Sheba said after examining the 
exhibition of the glory of Solomon, “the half was 
not told us.” We can find no language to express 
the charm of these pictures apa by no mortal 
hand. We are not surprised to learn that France 
and all Europe are so enthusiastically interested in 
the wonderful discovery. BP, 

We are told: that the shop windows in Paris, in 
which the photographic pictures are exhibited, are 
so beset by the crowd that the streets are impassible 
in their vicinity. M. Daguerre, we are also-inform- 
ed; is wholly occupied in answering the letters sim- 
ply of the various sovereigns of Europe, who all 


‘seem anxious to understand the new art. 


We hope Mr. Gourraud will stay so long: among 
us as to give us a few practical lectures: and also 
to fornia an opportunity for our citizens of taste to 
see this collection of nature’s own paintings. - 


Dynamometer. The Boston Daily Advertiser 
thus notices a machine in the ‘“‘mechanic’s exhibi- 
tion” of that city: : 

‘The next machine in order is a dynamometer, 
by Samuel Batchelder, esq. of Saco. This we be- 
lieve, is a machine entirely new, and it supplies a 
want which has long been felt. Its object is to 
measure the amount of power, used in moving any 
Lar ag f of machinery, or the degree of power, 
with which any steam engine or water wheel is 
working at any time. It is so constructed that the 
whole power communicated from the wheel or 
drum of the engine, either by a belt or gearing, 
may be made to oe through the machine, and, 
while so passing through it, the exact amount of 
power exerted is neEnee by means of a steelyard 
scale and weight, with the accuracy of a Dearborn 
balance. At the same time, the velocity is indicat- 
ed by aclock index, showing the number of feet 
which the hand moves per minute. The weight 
indicated by the balance, multiplied into the num- 
ber of feet indicated by the clock, shows the nuin- 
ber of pounds raised one foot per minute. This, 
we believe, is the first successful attempt to attain 
this object, and it is here attained,as_ is obvious on 
inspection of the machine, with mathematical ac- 
curacy. The machine will be for many purposes, 
of considerable practical utility.” 


Dr. Wehster’s lecture on the solidification of carbo- 
nic acidgas. Having attended a former lecture of 
Dr. Webster on this recent discovery, with the 
highest interest, I cannot but call the attention of 
the public, particularly of young persons, to that 
which he intends to deliver this (Saturday) evening, 
as announced in the newspapers. But, as I am ap- 
prehensive that the extremely curious subject of it, 
as described in the usual scientific Janguage, is not 
fully understood, I beg leave to state in a more po- 
pular though less exact form. Itis, in plain lan- 
guage, converting one of, the component ingredients 
of the common air we breathe, into a solid body, so 
that it can be seenand handled. And surely, it any 
experiment in the wonderful science of chemistry, 
is calculated to excite our astonishment, this is such 
a one. 

Common air, as chemists inform us, is not a sim- 
ple substance, but a mixture of several kinds of airs, 
as: they may be called, technically denominated 
gases; forming together a compound which may be 
compared to a mixed liquid consisting of water and 
spirit, or other fluids. One of the gases contained 
in common air, is called carbonic acid gas; and the 
reducing of this gas to a solid body is the subject of 
Dr. Webster’s singularly curious and interesting ex- 
periment. When, however, it is is said to be ren- 
dered solid, it must not be supposed that it is made 
a hard body like iron or stone; though solid, it is soft 
and yielding, like wax, butter, &c. and in its general 
appearance, at a little distance from the spectators it 
bore no inconsiderable resemblance to ice cream. 

One of the remarkable properties of this new 
body, as it may justly be termed, is its capacity of 
producing the most intense degree of cold of which 
we have hitherto formed any conception. By mix- 
ing a portion of it with mercury, the mercury 1s 
frozen in a few seconds, into a solid mass, like lead; 
and, when in that state, if brought into close contact 
with the hand, or other part of the flesh, will almost 
instantaneously produce a blister. This experiment 


of freezing mercury is exhibited in the course of 


the lecture. 

What the results of this extraordinary discovery 
may be, ro man will venture to prophecy. But 
the simple experiment itself, as performed by Dr. 
Webster, is certainly one of the most wonderful and 
intesesting in modern science, 


(Boston Daily Adv. and Pet. 
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_Phildelphia Inquirer says: We were yester- certificates of the consent of their parents and guar- and the important city and harbor of New York 
lay shown a specimen of the iron manufactured at | dians to their enlistinent, and after receiving theirjare still very ineffectually protected, and will re- 


Pottsville, exclusively of the iron ore of that region, 


and through the agency of anthracite coal. Judges 


describe it as equal to any thing of the kind ever iun-, 


The proportion of iron obtained from the. 
oy es from 25 to.40 percent. ‘The ore may be 
obtained in almost. any quantity, in the immediate 


vicinity of the coal veins; and it is said to work more 
rapidly, and to make better iron, than any ore that 
has yet been tried. Iron furnaces can be erected 
within tifty yards of immense bodies of coal, while 
the soft coal, not merchantable, answers admirably 
_ for the furnaces. The coal does not cost more than 

h and 1 25 per ton; and the ore can be obtained at 
the rate of from $2 to $3 per ton. In the anthracite 
furnaces, every particle of the iron is obtained. The 
experiment has 
duced no little satisfaction among the friends of 
American manufactures, and those interested in the 
prosperity of the Schuylkill coal region. The fur- 
nace is now in operation, and runs off from 54 to 6 
tons every 24 hours. We are assured that in no in- 
stance has.a particle of charcoal been employed.— 
This is a great matter for Pennsylvania, and, pro- 
perly followed up, cannot but be productive of the 
most important results. 

A writer over the signature of “ANTI-PATENT”’ 
in the Inquirer, says: The community is quite alive 
to the operations of the furnaces at Mauch Chunk 
and Pottsville, making iron with bot blast and an- 
thracite coal. This is the commencement of a new 
era in the iron business of Pennsylvania, which is 
destined to become the largest and most important 
business in the United States. 

It has generally happened, that the introduction of 
any thing newin any branch of manufacture, has 
set numerous heads to work tocontrive some new 
application of the novel principle which may secure 
to its inventor a fortune froma patent. I would be 
sorry to see the iron business of our state encut- 
bered farther in this way. Mr. Crane has already 
secured a patent for the application of hot blast and 
anthracite coal, which is equally applicable to the 
common reverberatory furnace, a furnishing it with 
an air chamber under the grate; and then this furnace 
inay be applied to puddling iron or remelting it, or 
heating it for welding or rolling. The same combina- 
tion may also be used in a simiiar manner in the 
furnaces of steam engines for rising steam, and in 
fact, in all fires or furnaces for alinost any purpose. 
The anthracite does not readily combine with oxy- 
gen, unless previously brought to a red heat, and 
when cold airis blown upon itin a rapid current, 
its effect, in most instances, is to chiil the fire in- 
stead of increasing its heat. 

I send you these remarks for publication that no 
one may hereafter lay claim to a patent for the ap- 
plication of hot air and anthracite coal to any of the 
purposes above mentioned, unless he invents some 
superior form of furnace in which to use them. 





REPORT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR. 
War department, November 30, 1839. 


Sir: [ have the honor to submit to you the fol- 
lowing report upon the several branches of the pub- 
‘lie service confided to my charge. 

The army, as will be seen by the accompanying 
report of the commanding general, has_been kept 
on active duty during the past year. In Florida, 
ou the western, northern and maritime frontiers, 
the troops have been constantly and usefully em- 
ployed. The expeyience of the last summer has 
confirmed the opinion, always entertained. by the 
department, that great and decided advantages may 
accrue to the service froin keeping the troops to- 
gether in as large masses as the circumstances of 
the country will permit. The camp of instruction 
at Trenton, and the concentration of the regiments 
of some few of the posts on the northern frontier, 
were attended with the most salutary effects, and 
it affords mé the highest gratification to be able to 
bear testimony to the exertions of the superior of- 
ficers, and to the zeal and ‘industry evinced by those 
of every grade in their camp and garrison duties, 
and in drilling and instructing their men. On this 


oceasion, as well asin the field, the deficiency of 


compauy officers was apparent, and the injury to 
the service from taking so many staff officers from 
the line was sensibly felt. Indeed, it is manifest that 
the army cannot be efficient under its present orgaai- 
zation, and that the staff ought to be separated from 
the iine. Some further legislative enactments are 
required to prevent improper recruits being re- 
ceived into the military service, and to puuish per- 
sons whe knowingly and wilfully swear falsely when 
taking the oath required by regulations to be ad- 
ministered to them. Minors not unfrequently im- 
pose themselves upon the recruiting oflicer, by 
swearing that they are of age, or by producing false 


en fully successful, and has pro- | 


clothing, and otherwise putting the government to 
expense, Claiin to be released on the plea of being 
under age. The commission of this crime is of so 
frequent. occurrence as to call for a remedy. It is 

rjury, and out to be so regarded and punished. 

xperience at some of the recruiting statious where 
boys have been taken into the service, with the 
consent of parents and guardians, as drummers and 
inusicians, convinces me that a plan siinilar to that 
so. advantageously carried into effect in the navy, 
wight be adopted with great advantage in the army; 
and I recommend an extension of the law of March 
2, 1837, providing for the enlistment of boys for 
the naval service, to embrace the army and ord: 
nance, . . 

The wo:ks directed by congress to be construct- 
ed on the northern frontier have been commenced 
and are in progress. Itis to be regretted that, owin 
to some misunderstanding, the. appropriation asked 
for to enable the department to fortify the outlet 
of Lake Champlain was struck out of the bill for 
the defence of the country. This work is deemed 
of essential importance, as likewise one at or near 
old Fort Covington, and barracks at Black Rock, 
and in the neighborhood of Detroit. Hopes are en- 
tertained that congress will not again withhold the 
necessary appropriations to enable the department 
to commence these works, and to complete those 
already begun with as little delay as practicable.— 
The disturbed state of the Canada frontier, and the 
absolute necessity which exists to keep upon that 
line as large a force as can be spared from other 
points, will require the erection of permanent and 
comfortable barracks. One of the principal causes 
of desertion is to be found in the crowded and un- 
comfortable condition of the soldiers. 1 speak froin 
my own knowledge, when I say that our soldiers 
are better paid, fed and clothed, than any troops in 
Europe; but an equal regard to truth forces me to 
acknowledge that they ate worse lodged. Indeed, 
I feel competied to state that the comfort of the 
soldiers in this respect, bas been totally neglected. 
It is essential to their health, their morals and their 
discipline, that good barracks should be constructed 
wherever the troops are to be permanently quar- 
tered, and that they should be decently furnished 
and supplied. 

The causes which call for the speedy completion 
of the chain of posts upon the western frontier have 
been so often stated, that it appears unnecessary to 
state them here. Butit is proper for ine to add, 
that these dangers have become more imminent 
from the presence there of the Seminoles and Che- 
rokees, who lately emigrated under circumstances 
not calculated to render them friendly tothe whites. 
The tarbulent and ambitious character of some of 
these chiefs, and the cold-blooded and cruel mur- 
ders committed by their orders upon their unoffend- 
ing countrymen, whose only crimes were their 
friendship for the whites, their love of peace, and 
their devotion to the best interest of their nation, 
may lead-to fatal consequences, in spite of the 

rudence and forbearance of the public authorities. 

n virtue of the stipulations of the treaty, and in 
pursuance of our duty as guardians of the red men, 
and of our obligations to see the laws of the coun- 
try duly executed, (for one of these chiefs was 
murdered with circumstances of savage barbarity 
within the boundaries of the state of Arkansas), 
orders have been issued to demand the murderers, 
and to take measures to extend the protecting arm 
of government over the unfortunate men who sign- 
ed the treaty of New Echota, and who are pro- 
scribed and outlawed by the willing iustruments of 
the vengeance or ambitions projects of John Ross 
and other chiefs of the nation. It is, therefore, of 
the last importance that the fortresses on that fron- 
tier should be completed and the force strengthen- 
ed. 

The solicitude felt by you at the close of the last 
session of congress on the subject of the defences 
lof the country on our maritime frontier led to a 
still closer examination into their condition. ‘They 
were found, as had been before stated, unfinished, 
unarmed, and totally inadequate to protect the har- 
bors they are intended to guard from the attacks of 
a comparatively sinall foree. This convic:ion, fore- 
ed -upon my mind by the reports of the chief en- 
gineer, has since been confirmed by personal in- 
spection in every instance where it has been in my 
power to visit the works. Our principal cities on 
the seaboard-are at this time exposed to be laid un- 
der contribution, and our navy yards tu be destroy- 
ed, without the possibility of defending them — 
When the works now in progress in Boston harbor 
are finished, that place will be perfectly secure; 
and a small addition to those at Newport will de- 
prive an enemy of that fine roadstead; but Ports 
mouth is entirely defencelees, Pensacola exposed, 








tnain so even after all the works now in progress 
shall be coinpleted and armed.. It is obvious that 
the entrance of that harbor at the narrows canuot 
be defended by the works on Long Island alone; 
but that the opposite shore on Staten Island, must 
likewise be fortified. The state of New York, in 
whose possession the lands still remains, has ereet- 
ed some works there which are so entirely ineffi- 


‘cient that their existence in their present condition 


is calculated to deceive the ignorant, who might 
attempt their defence. and even afford facilities to 
an invading force in its efforts to enter the harbor. 
Philadelphia, Baltimore, Charleston, Savannah, and 
the ports in the guifall require further protection 
to render thein sale from attack. In a report, pre- 
paring in reply to a resolution of the senate, calling 
lor information on this subject, I shall enter into all 
the details connected with it; but | cannot felrain 
from remaikiog here that a due regard for the se- 
curity and honor of the country requires that an 
effort should be made with as little delay as pos- 
sible to place our exposed frontiers in a pe:fect 
state of defence. Lutimately connected with this 
subject is the organization of volunteer corps in the 
iminedia e vicinity of the forts. The policy and 
even necessity of this measure have been stated in 
my preceding reports, and are. almost too obvious 
to need repetition. Even under the former very 
defective system of keeping the regular forces in 
garrixon within the forts along our whole line of 
frontier, they are insufficient for their defence.— 
But if the army of the United States is to be ren- 
dered efficient and its discipline preserved, it must 
be kept together in masses, and the garrison daty 
be perfortined by small detachments, aided in case 
of need, by the neighboring militia. Accompany- 
ing this report is a minute detail of the number of 
troops required to man the forts upon the maritime 
and inland frontiers. These must be drawn chic fly 


from the peuple, and, to be effective in war, they 


must be drilled and taught their military duties in 
time of peace. A plan for this purpose was sub- 
mitted to congress in 1837, and again recommend- 
ed the following year, but not acted vpon. Having 
understvod that the chief objection to its adoption 
consists in its being limited to a comparatively 
small body of men, and that it was the desire of 
congress, as well as of the nation, that a plan for the 
organization of the militia of the U. States shonld 
emanate from this department, I have thought it 
my duty to make the attempt, and although I en- 
tered upon the task with reluctance and great dit- 
fidence, I feel confident that the project herewith 
submitted ‘s practicable, and that, while it will di- 
minish the burden of personal service now exacted 
froin the citizen, it will ensure the prompt and ef- 
ficient application of the national force to the na- 
tional defence. 

It is proposed to divide the United States into 
eight military districts, and to organize the militia 
in each district, so as to have a body of twelve 
thousand five hundred men in active service; and 
another of equal number as areserve. This would 
give an arined militia force of two hundred thon- 
sand men, so drilled and stationed as to be ready to 
take their places in the ranks in defence of the 
country, whenever called npon to oppose the ene- 
my or repel the invader. The age ol the recruit to 
be from twenty to thirty-seven. The whole term 
of service to be eight years—four years in the first 
class, aud four in the reserve. One-fourth part 
(twenty-five thousand men) to Jeave the service 
every year, passing, at the conclusion of the first 
terin, into the reserve, and exempted froin ordinvary 
militia duty altogether at the end of the second. In 
this manner twenty-five thousand men will be dis- 
charged from militia duty every year, and twenty- 
five thousand fresh recruits be received into. the 
service. It will be sufficient for all useful pur- 
poses that the remainder of the militia, under cer- 
tain regulations provided for their government, be 
erroljed and be mustered at long and stated inter- 
vals; for, in due process of time, nearly the whole 
mass of the militia will pass through the first and 
second classes, and be either members of the active 
corps, or of the reserve, or counted among the ex- 
empts, who will be liable to be called upon only in 
periods of invasion or imminent peril. The man- 
ner of enrolment, the number of days of service, 
and the rate of compensation, ought to be fixed b 
law; but the details had better be left snbject to 
regulation—a plan of which I am prepared to sub- 
mit to you. | 

Congress having expressed a desire that an at- 
tempt should be made to terminate the war in 
Florida by pacific measures, and appropriated a 
sum of money for that purpose, the devarimen 
early in the spring, cespatched major general Ma. 
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and, if possible, to treat with them. He succeeded 
with difficulty In obtaining an interview with some 
of the chiefs ‘and. headinen, and made an arrange- 
inent which it was boped might pat a stop fo this 
Kiagiet tasted wit. Its only result, however, has 
been the loss of many valuable lives. Our people 
fell a sacrifice to theiy confidence in the good faith 
and proinises of the Indians, and were entrapped 
and inurdered with all the circumstances of cruelty 


and treachery which distinguish Indian warfare.— 
Coinposel, as the Florida Indians are, of the rem- 
nants of ‘tribes that ‘have taken refuge there, and 


acknowledging no common head, no treaty stipu- 
lations that are not sanctioned by each and every 
tribe:can be regarded as binding; nor can the go- 
vernment caiithder the country pacified until there 
has been @ general submission of all the chiefs of 
the various tribes of Indians inhabiting the penin- 
sula. .The experience of the last summer brings 
with it the painful conviction that the war must be 

rosecnted until Florida is freed from these ruthless 

vages. Their late treacherous and cruel conduct 
is too generally known to require a repetition of 
the revolting recital. It has been such as is calcu- 
lated to deprive them'of the sympathy of the hu- 
mane, and to cdivince the most peaceable of the 
necessity of subduing them by force. With this 
view, the regular forces have been augmented in 
Florida as much as the circumstances of the coun- 
try will permit, and orders have been given to 
change, for the present, the theatre of operations. 
The frequent murders committed in west and mid- 
dle Florida show that there are still small bands of 
Indians lurking there; and it is the determination 
of the department, in the first place, to drive them 
from that portion of the territory, and free the set- 
tlements from further molestation. In the mean 
time, the posts on the Atlantic and the gulf will be 
maintained, in order to protect the passing trade, 
in which effort it is expected the navy will co-ope- 
rate. For this argos, the vessels hitherto em- 
ployed on the coast have been transferred to that 
department. 

Until the operations of the campaign were inter- 
rupted in the attempt to negotiate with the Indians, 
they were conducted with vigor and ability under 
that zealous and indefatigable officer, brigadier 
general Taylor, who accomplished all that could be 
expected with the very limited means at his com- 
mand, spread out as they were over so extensive a 
field of operations. Throughout the whole of this 
disastrous war, the officers and men engaged in it 
have endured fatigue and privations, sickness and 
suffering, without a murmur or complaint, and have, 
on all occasions, exhibited the qualities of brave 
and good soldiers. With untiring perseverance, 
they have opened roads through the swamps in 
ipwiarns of the enemy, and, whenever they could 

ring him to battle, displayed the utmost coolness 
and intrepidity; in every instance driving him froin 
his fastnesses. But all these exertions and sacri- 
fices have proved unavailing. Heretofore the In- 
dian population of our states and territories has 
been expeiled by the gradual increase and advances 
of a superior race. Whereas, in Florida, the at- 
tempt has been made, for the first time, to drive 
the aborigines from the unsettled wilderness, or, 
what is still. more difficult, to catch thein for the 

urpose of transporting them beyond its limits.— 
Fe the Indians of Florida had a country to retire to, 
they would have been driven out of the territory 
long ago; but they are hemmed in by the sea, and 
must defend themselves to the uttermost, or sur- 
render to be transported beyond it. To reduce 
them to that extremity, spread, as they are, over a 
space of at least forty-five thousand square miles of 
country, abounding in provisions suited to their 
habits, defended by a climate benign to them, but 
deadly to the whites, and presenting difficulties to 
the march of armies that have been often described 
and cannot be exaggerated, will require great ex- 
ertions, and, probably, other means than those 
hitherto tried. 

The passage of the bill introduced in the senate 
during the last session, and partially acted upon in 
congress, for the military occupation of Florida, 
would, it is believed, be attended with beneficial 
effects; and I further recommend that authority be 
given to the executive to raise one thousand men 
to serve during the war in Florida, who shall re- 
ceive the pay of dragoons, and, upon its termina- 
tion, a bounty in land, These men it is proposed 
to arm and eqnip and drill in a manner to render 
them equal to the Indian warrior in vigor and en- 


_durance, and to employ them in active operations| E 


during the ensuing winter. The exigencies of the 
service at this particular juncture compel me to 
ask this additional force. Ut will be seen that the 
state of the western frontier requires the forces 
there to be increased rather than diminished, and 
the condition of the Canada ‘frontier will not allow 


—— 


the withdrawal of the troops at present stationed 


\'there. Tt was bh ah ‘that the citizeus of the 
United States upon that border had been convinced 


of the impropriety of i obi $ in the concerns of 
their neighbors, and of the crim 


alarming ‘information communicated through the 
department of state of the-existence there of new 
combinations and conspiracies against law and or- 
der, hopes are entertained t at no real danger ex- 
ists of any further outrages being perpetrated by 
our féllow citizens on that frontier. 74 | 

our just expectations, those persons who have 
sought refuge within the territories of the United 
States should themselves commit ‘any acts of vio- 
lence upon-the persons or property of her majesty’s 
subjects in Canada, or persuade others to do so, 


vise some means of effectually restraining them 
from further violating the laws of the country which 
has offered them an asylum, 
Having twice brought to your notice the import- 
ance of establishing a national foundry, I feel some 


cessity of our possessing an efficient train of field 
artillery, and an ample armament for the fortifica- 
tions, is so urgent, that this defect in our system 
is constantly forced upon my notice, In a countr 
situated like ours, and governed by a policy whic 
seeks the greatest good to the greatest numbers, 
warlike preparations ought to be chiefly, if not al- 
together, defensive, and a numerous and well-ap- 
pointed artillery, combined with the skill and cha- 
racter of our light troops, together with the extent 
of our means to compel an enemy to keep together 
in masses, will constitute the most effective ele- 
ments of defence throughout every portion of the 
United States. In attaining this end, which has 
been kept steadily in view for the last two years, 
the department has encountered great obstacles 
from the want of a national establishment where 
experiments can be made and perfect models con- 
structed. The small arms manufactured, or rather 
| those which will be made henceforth in this coun- 
try at the private as well as wational armories, will 
challenge a comparison with any in the world.— 
This desirable end has been brought about by im- 
provements begun and perfected in the national 
armories; and, by requiring the same improvements 
in their machinery, equally good arms will be ob- 
tained from the private contractors. But we have 
no means of pursuing the same method in founding 
cannon, and the result,has been an uncertainty in 
their manufacture, which may be attended at some 
future period with the most fatal. consequences.— 
There would likewise be very great economy it 
having a national manufactory of gunpowder, and 
at all events an appropriation ought to be made at 
the present session to enable the department to lay 
in a stuck of materials for the manufacture of this 
necessary article. In answer to its inquiries on 
this subject, the department learned, with great 
anxiety, that there was not a sufficient supply of 
saltpetre or sulphur in the country, at the close of 
the last session of congress, for three months’ sup- 
ply of our armies in case of war. This deficiency 
has been partially remedied; but the war depart- 
ment ought to be authorised to keep on hand at 
least a twelvemonth’s supply of these necessary ar- 
ticles, which may be stored for any length of time 
without risk of destruction or deterioration. 

While speaking of the wants of the ordnance, it 
affords me great pleasure to be able to state that 
there has been lately an improvement in the organi- 
zation of that branch of the service, combining 
economy with greater efficiency, and that the board 
of ordnance officers which I was authorised to em- 
om last year has been assiduously engaged, and 

as made sires progress in reducing to a system 
the mode of fabricating all kinds of ordnance stores, 
and in fixing their patterns, forms and dimensions. 
The construction of war rockets has been -com- 
menced, and experiments are in progress to test 
their effects; while those which have been tried in 
firiug hollow shot from howitzers of the largest 
caliber have been entirely satisfactory, The new 
buildings authorised by congress for arsenals, maga- 
zines and depots of arms, are in progress of con- 
siruction, and the works generally have been press- 
ed on as far as the funds would permit. 

At the risk of being importunate, I must again 
urge the expediency of selling the mineral lands.— 
xperience has confirmed the views formerly pre- 
sented on this subject, and proves conclusively that 
no benefit whatever results to the United States 
from the present system of leasing them, while the 
advancement of that portion of the country is sen- 





tions much diminished by it. 


8, | | nality of violating 
the laws of the country; and notwithstanding the 


contrary to 


and renew the disgraceful scenes enacted upon 
that'frontier during the last season, it may become 
necessary that the wisdom of congress should de- 


reluctance to speak of it a third time; but the ne- 


The ‘datiés of the quartermaster’s department 
have been performed with an ability, interg ty and 
promptitude, which reflect the highest’eredit on ali 
its officers,-and their accownts have been rendered 
with commendable despatch and acctracy, Its 
present organization is sufficient to enable it to dis- 
charge all the duties which may devolve upon it in 
peace or war; and while it has contribnted essen. 
tially to the efficiency of the service, it has intro. 
duced great economy in the administrative branches 
of the army. 

‘The works under the direction of the quarter- 
master general have been carried on as rapidly as 
circumstances would permit. The southern sec- 
tion of the great western road, extending from the 
Red river to the Arkansas, (one hundred and forty 
miles), has been completed, ‘The middle section 
extending from Fort Leavenworth to Matias de 
Cyzue, seventy-two miles, has also been finished, 
and measures have been taken to continue the 
work ‘to ‘Spring: river, eighty ‘six mites’ further. — 
One hundred and twenty-eight miles will then re- 
main of the route to Arkansas, which will be work- 
ed upou the next season. The survey of the route 
from Fort Leavenworth to Fort Snelling‘has been 
completed; ‘but as the country presents an open 
prairie, that may be traversed in all directions 
without difficulty, I shall not do more ‘than ‘mark 
out the most direct route, unless otherwise instruct- 
ed by congress. 

The difficulty of obtaining laborers at Fort Smith 
has retarded the progress of that work. The de- 
fences projected on the Illinois river, west of the 
boundary of Arkansas, have been commenced by a 
detachment of dragoons under lieutenant colonel 
Mason, and will be prosecuted vigorously the next 
season. | 

I beg once more to call your attention to the sub- 
ject of paymasters, and to repeat my recommenda- 
tion that two of the present paymasters should be 
appointed assistant paymasters general, with the 
pay and emoluments of lieutenant colonels, who, in 
addition to their present duties, should have the'su- 
perintendence of such officers of this branch of the 
service as serve with armies in the field; and, fur- 
ther, to renew my application in favor of wort 
paymasters employed in paying volunteers anc 
militia in active service a sinall per centage, to co- 
ver unvoidable losses and disallowances in the set- 
tlement of their accounts. 

It will be seen by the report of the surgeon ge- 
neral that the medical staff of the army has been 
actively and steadily employed during the past sea- 
son. The officers of that important branch of the 
service deserve great credit for the nanner in which 
they have discharged their laborious and responsible 
duties. The disposition they manifest to avail 
themselves of every opportunity to collect facts 
which may afford useful contributions to ‘science is 
justly appreciated by the department, and will be 
encouraged. The extensive disbursements of the 
medical officers render it necessary that the bureau 
here should be able to exact the strictest aceount- 
ability from them, and to examine and revise the ac- 
counts so as to close them monthly, if possible.— 
Owing to the want of proper assistance, they had 
been suffered to fall into arrears, and have orn. 
been brought up by keeping in the bareau an om- 
cer of the corps from importaut duties in the field. 
I recommend, therefore, that the office here be al- 
lowed an additional clerk. 

The extensive system of river and harbor im- 
provements, involving, as it does, a very large ex- 
penditure of public money, reqtires revision, both 
in regard to the principle upon which such improve- 
ments ought to be authorised, and the foanner 
in which they ought to be conducted. It is appa- 
rent that too many of these works have been au- 
thorised without that detailed examination which is 
necessary to determine either their extent or gene- 
ral usefulness, and commenced without inquiring 
whether the advantages to result from their comple - 
tion are commensurate to the cost of their construc- 
tion. Many of the artificial harbors, therefore, are 
altogether too small for the trade they are intended 
to shelter. Some of them are misplaced, while 
others, again, have been commenced with ‘so little 
judgment, that it would prove a cheaper process to 
move the town toa convenient, position than to 
remove the obstacles which obstruct the channel of 


the river that leads up to it; and yet large sums of 


money have been expended in the latter attempt.— 
The already important and daily increasing trade of 
the great Jakes and estuaries which encompass and 
indent the United States, demands the fostering 
care of the government; but, in order that its inter- 


ference may be effectually and constitutionally ex- 


erted, it ought to be corifined to such works as are of 


general utility, and not extended into every creek 
or inlet where a favored village may require easier 
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culated to bring the whole system into deserved dis- 
repute, can only be remedied by directing a previ- 

mination to be made by this a 
ature of the Leet eg work, and a full re- 
@ proper method of obtaining the object 
. ed, setting forth the public, not pariial, 
advantages likely to result from it, as weil as the 
probable cost of its completion. 4 

I beg leave, through you to offer my objections to 
the restrictions sometimes imposed oy congress on 
the manner of conducting works of internal im- 
provement. The appropr ation is frequently ac- 
courpanied by directions to expend the money ac- 
cording to a given plan. Now, it not ‘unfrequently 
happens, that when the plan to which the depart- 
ment is ‘confined comes to be well examined, it is 
found to be bags Unig and, heretofore, large 
sums have been thrown away in attempts to carry 
them out, because the engineers did not think them- 
selves authorised ‘to alter or amend them in any 
particular. On the coast and on navigable waters,. 

les of wind or floods may affect, so materially, 

e structure of the place to be worked upon, as to 
require a total change of plan; or improvements 
may be discovered or suggested, which never oc- 
curted to the original projector, and which may re- 
quire an entire alteration in the mede of conduct- 
ing the work, in order to secure efficiency and 
economy in its execution. The light house pro- 
jected on the Brandywine shoal is an example of 
the pernicious effects of this restriction. To execute 
this work according to the plan adopted by con- 
gress, will require so much more than the sum ap- 
prop that it has been deemed prudent not to 

gin the work at all until the whole estimated 
cost is placed at the disposition of the department; 
the situation of the site rendering it very hazardous 
to leave a half finished work exposed to the fury of 
the windsand waves. Whereas, it is possible, if 
the department were left at liberty to act, that the 
object might be attained at much less expense. 

‘The report of the chief of the topographical en- 

ineers, containing a mure than usually detailed 
statement of the history and progress of the works 
under the immediate 2uperintendence of that offi- 
cer, will be presented in a few days; together with 
detailed estimates of the probable cost of each 
work, and of the suns required from year to year; 
the same course will be pursued with respect to the 
improvements and civil works under the superin- 
tendence of the chief engineer, so as to present to 
congress, at one view, the whole subject of internal 
improvement. The plan of district and general in- 
speetion and supervision by superior officers of to- 

ographical engineers, lately adopted, seems calcu- 
ated to ensure the faithful execution of the works 
under their charge. Many officers of this corps 
have been actively employed during the past sum- 
mer in the discharge of their military duties, ren- 
dering services which justify the expectations en- 
tertained by the department when it was incorpo- 
rated into the service. Some few works of internal 
improvement remain under the superintendence of 
the chief engineer, and an account of their progress 
will be found in the annexed report of that officer. 
Itis highly gratifying to me to be able to speak, 
from my own personal observation, of the activity, 
order and management which reign through- 
out the works, both military and civil, which are 
conducted by the officers of this corps. 

The present condition of the military academy 
at West Point is very satisfactory. The importance 
of this institution to the character of the army is 
it understood by the department, and its interest 
will be watched over with vigilance and care. 

{ cannot refrain from again calling your attention 
to the condition of the barracks at this post. The 
objections urged to the miserable accommodations 
of the soldiers apply to the quarters provided for the 
cadets. A proper regard forthe health, morals and 
discipline of the corps requires that a mote spacious 
and commodious building should be erected there. 
I recommend to your favorable consideration the 
suggestions of the chief engineer in relation to the 

ractical instruction of the cadets in field engineer- 
ng, and the creation of a body of sappers and mi- 
ners. No army can be considered complete and in 
a condition to take the field without a corps of well 
instructed engineer soldiers; which, to be effective, 











col 





must be taught their important duties in time off 


peace. The services of such men will be highly 
useful and economical at all times, not only as aids 
_to the instraction of the cadets, but in the preserva- 
tion of ‘the fortifications when they are, as at pre- 
sent, stripped of their garrisons by the exigencies of 
the service. 

Finding some deficiencies in the dragoon service, 
as to its regulations and details, with your periis- 
sion, three young officers of the first regiment have 
been'sent to the cavalry school at Saumur, to be fol- 
lowed*tiext year by an equal number from the se- 
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cond regiment. Every facility has been afforded by 
the ders government to carry out this arrange- 
ment. 

Recent examinations of ihe proceedings of courts 
martial have convinced me cf the necessity of some 
further legal provisions and fixed rulés to render 
them efficient, as well as fair and impartial tribunals. 
Justice to the public and to the army requires that 
this should be done with as little dela as possible. 
From the want of power to compel the atterdance 
of citizens as witnesses, of a proper guide, anda 
well instructed judge advocate to aid the officers 
composing the courts, their decisions are uncertain, 
freqnently loose and contradictory, and too often 
conflict with those of preceding courts. I beg leave, 
therefore, respectfully to recommend that a written 
system for the direction of courts martial be prepar- 
ed, which may be framed so as to be made applica- 
ble to the land and sea service, and that a judge ad- 
vocate be appointed. 

From the report of the commissioner of pensions, 
it appears that the number of invalid pensions has 
not diminished, but increased, during the last six 
years. In November, 1833, the number of invalid 

ensioners was $3,875. It now amounts to 4,236.— 

his increase is to be attributed, in a great measure, 
to the hardships and dangers to which the troops, 
both of the army and militia, have been exposed 
during the campaigns in Florida. The number of 
pensioners inscribed on the rolls under the act of 
March 18, 1818, for revolutionary services, has gra- 
dually decreased from about 20,000 to 8,215. Un- 
der the act of June 7, 1832, the number of applicants 
amounts to $4,918. Of this number, 31,668 have 
been pensioned. The lists of pensioners under this 
law have been reduced to 24,086. The number of 
persons who have applied for the benefits of the law 
of May 15, 1828, which was intended solely for the 
relief of certain officers and soldiers of the continen- 
tal army who served to the end of the war, amounts 
to 2,156. Those who were pensioned amounted to 
1,186, of which 624 are yet onthe roll. The num- 
ber of widows’ claims, exhibited under the act of 
July 4, 1836, is 4,771, of which 3,094 have been 
adinitted; and of this number who were pensioned, 
only 2,512 are now on the rolls, and supposed to be 
living. Under the law granting five years’ pay to 
the widows of revolutionary officers, soldiers, sea- 
men and marines, who were married prior to 1794, 
the number of claims amounted to 6,267, and 4,456 
of that number have received the benefits of the law. 
During the last year few claims have been admitted 
under the act of July 5, 1332, entitled “‘an act-to 
provide for liquidating and paying certain claims of 
the state of Virginia;’’ a considerable number, how- 
ever, yet remains unsettled. The sums paid during 
the past year, under that law, atnount to $8,910 22. 
The whole amount expended the last year, under 
the several pension laws, is $3,090,664 69. 

Great inconvenience is experienced from being 
obliged to intrust the payment of pensioners to cor- 
porations and individuals, who receive no compen- 
sation for transacting the business. The only in- 
ducement of the agents to continue in office is the 
hope that congress will pass a law allowing thein 
soine compensation. Should congress, however, 
think proper to adopt the plan recommended by you 
for the safe keeping of the public money, the estab- 
lishments for that purpose might be charged with 
the payment of pensions, without any further cost 
to government. 

he period fixed by law for the duration of the 
office of commissioner of pensions expires in March, 
1840, and I respectfully recommend that it be con- 


tinued for such term of time as shall-be deemed, 


most expedient by congress. 


[ cannot avoid again adverting to the very serious , 


inconvenience inflicted upon the poorer class of 
pensioners by the law of the 6th of April, 1838, 
which fixes the period of eight months foz the return 
fo the treasury of unclaimed pension funds. The 
present operation of ‘the law is unnecessarily bur- 
densome to the officers charged with its execution 
at Washington, and very harrassing to the pension- 
ers, who frequently, after taking long journeys, in 
the hope of receiving the sum awarded to them by 
he antl return to their homes disappointed and 

stitute. . 

The beneficent intentions of government, in ap- 
propriating large sums for the education and civilt- 
zation of the Indians, have from some cause or ofhber, 
been frustrated, or, at best, but partially realized. 
If we expect to extend among these people the 
blessings of knowledge, civilization and Christianity, 
we must establish schools within their own country; 
and begin by teaching their children what will be 

ractically 


myself with referring you to the full and practical 








acoption of the plan ed'by him for the eduea- 
tion of the Indian youth of oth sbxeb: 

J abstained from carryitg into full effect (he tréa- 
ty with the Winnebago Indians this year, because 
1 was willing to give ihein time to deliberate on ite 
expediency of at once temoving to the couni 
southwest of (he Missouri; a measure which, while 


it wonld be advantageons to the government, would 


prove highly beneficial to the Indians. Fron caiises 
already stated, the neutral ground, to which they are 
to be removed, unless they consent to cross the Mis- 
souri river, cannot be regarded ‘as their permanent 
place of residence. It is now the hunting and bat- 
tle ground of two warlike naltions—the Sioux and 
Sacs and Foxes—to whose incursions, if not active 
hostilities, they will be exposed; and it is enclosed 
within the limits of a great territory, destined, at no 
distant period, to become a state, from which the 
general government will be expected, by friendly 
negotiations, to remove the Indian population.— 
Their existence in the country they now inhabit is 
attended with such serious and increasing inconve- 
nience to the white population, which encircles and 
heins them in on every side, that their removal will 
not be delayed beyond the ensuing Spring. If the 


efforts to obtain their consent to establish their per- 


manent residence southwest of the Missouri should 
unfortunately fail, they will be required to take up 
their line of inarch for the neutral ground early in 
the spring. . 

I approve and recommend fo your favorable con- 
sideration the plan suggested by the commissioner 
of Indian affairs for the future disbursement of In- 
dian funds. From my experience of the manage- 
ment of the pay depaitment of the army, and from 
the similarity of the duties these officers now per- 
form with those proposed to be imposed upon them, 
no doubt rests upon my mind that the scheme 
unites, in a high degree, economy, security and 
efficiency. 

As the period is fast approaching when the states 
will be altogether relieved from their Indian popu- 
lation, which presented so serious an obstacle to 
their advancement, and the Indians themselves be 
removed toa permauent and peacefal home, far 
from the causes which led to their degredation and 
were rapidly producing their ruin and extermina- 
tion, it becomes a subject of grave.consideration 
and deep anxiety to deterimitie on the most eligible 
and practical mode of providing for their govern- 
mnent. 
and civilization of the Indians have been presented 
to congress, and one of them partially acted upon. 
The refusal of some of the tribes to assent to its 
provisions occasioned its failure, which is scarcely 
to be regretted. A confederation of dissimilar 
tribes, a majority of them utterly barbarous, might 
have been dangerous, and certainly would have 
been productive of much confusion. The expe- 
rience, however, of the last summer, convinces me 
that something must speedily be done to prevent 
the Indians assembled west of the Mississippi from 
destroying each other. We have lately seen a 
council, composed of the most civilized portion of 
a tribe whose long residence among the whites had, 
it was hoped, taught them the elements of self- 
government, and the first principles of religionand 
justice, assembled together to license the most 
atrocious crimes, and sending forth from its bosom 
a gang of desperadoes to murder their peaceable 
and unoffending brethren—an order which was 
executed with circumstances of savage barbarity. 
The motive for this cruel deed was to inflict ven- 
geance upon those who signed the treaty of New 
Echota in 1825. A new decree has since gone 
forth, outlawing others who have, in like manner, 
offended the party in power, and they are condemn- 
ed to be hunted down and destroyed like wild 
beasts. Treaty stipulations call for the interfer- 
ence of the government in all such cases; butsome 
permanent provision is required to prevent a re- 
currence of similar excesses, Tribunals in the 
country for the prompt trial and punishment of 
crimes would perhaps prove the most efficient me- 
thod of restraining these people from treacherously 
murdering each other. The fear of retribution 
might prevent a tyrant chieftain from sending forth 
assassins to wreak his vengeance upon those who 
refuse to humble themselves. before him, and the 
certainty of punishment deter them from executing 
such orders. Such tribunals would contribute 
most essentially to ameliorate the condition and to 
civilize the Indians by preventing unprincipled 
men from introducing among them spirituous li- 
quore and gambling tables, and otherwise seeking 
to take advantage of vices they themselves have 


useful to them in after life. Having | fomented. 


eretofore dwelt fully on this topic, I shall comer 


The exploring party, fo whichT alluded in my. 
last year’s report, -bas, during the last summer, 


view taken of it by the comimissioner of Indian af-| visited and examined with care the greaty 


. Ye me 
fairs in his report, and recommending the early| the river Jagues, and thatof the Mayennes, 


Many projects lor the better government . 
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more. useful in their results, both as reyvards the 








‘by its title, and, oa motion of Mr. C. referred to the 
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discharges its waters into the Red riverof the north, 
as lhkewise the rich and fertile table land which 
separates these twa valleys. Their researches cx- 
tend to Devil’s lake. situate between the 48th and 
49th degrees of north latitude, which was found to 
be between forty and. forty-five miles long, and, in 
places, half that width; its shores well wooded, 
and its waters, which are as salt as those of the 
ocean, and abound in fish, interspersed with numer- 
ons islands, likewise covered with wood. These 
physical characters are common to several other 
sinaller lakes that are found in this region of coun- 
try, where salt is so abundant that in many places 
it ‘flor sceson the surface of the earth. From 
Devil’s lake the party proceeded east to the great 
valiey of the north Red river, making a_recon- 
noissance ut the streains which fall into it on the 
western side.’ This, with the northern slope of the 
great prairie, is represented to be a country of sur- 
assing fertility and beauty. Tie slope rises toa 
ne table land, about nineteen hundred feet above 
the level of the sea,and is watered by frequent 
streams abounding in fish, that, after swelling two 
sinall lakes, form at their confluence the river St. 
P.-ter’s. The soil of this table land is very rich, 
and will support anumerous population, that would 
enjoy the advantages of inhabiting one of the imost 
beantiful and healthy regions of the far northwest. 
When the calculations of the observations made 
this suinmer shall be worked out, the depa:tinent 
will possess all the materials necessary to enable it 
ta construct a physical and topographical map of 
this portion of our country, which, added to that 
already in oue possession, froin the same hand, of 
the sources of the Mississippi and north Red’ river, 
will present, at one view, the vast region of coun. 
try comprehended between the 87th and 100th de- 
gree of longitude, and 40th and 49th degree of north 
latitude. - It is believed that these explorations, 
cautiously and slowly conducted, will prove much 


geography and natural history of that portion of our 
country, than the great expeditions which have 
preceded them,and which conld not devote the 
time necessary to acquire the accurate information 
now sought for. They have been carried onsteadi- 
ly for the last three years; anid it is believed that an 
equal terin of time will be required to complete 
them, by extending our researches over the Rocky 
mountains to the shores of the Pacific ocean, 
Hopes are entertained that congress will continue 
to view this enterprise favorably, and enable the 
department, by an early appropriation, to despatch 
the exploring party in due season. 

I have asked for an appropriation for surveys 
connected with the military defences of the coun- 
try. One object of this request is to enable the 
department to commence hydrographical surveys of 
the lakes. The great and increasing commerce of 
these inland seas demande the attention of govern- 
ment. There exists no correct chart of them. Na- 
vigators are constantly exposed to encounter un- 
koown dangers, and the annaal loss of life and pro- 
perty is very great. This important work onght 
not tobe longer delayed. All which is respectfully 
subinitted, J.R. POINSETT. 

To the president of the United States. 


TWENTY-SIXTH CONGRESS—Ist SESSION. 
. SENATE. 

Junuary 8. Agreeably to notice given on Tues- 
day last, Mr. Calhoun asked leave, and introduced 
a bill to cede the public lands tothe states in which 
they are respectively situated. The bill was read 





committee ou the public lands. 

Soon alter— 

Mr. Clay, of Ky. having given notice-of his in- 
tention to move to introduce the copy-right bill, 
stated that he regretted that he was detained by in- 
disposition this morning, and prevented from being 
present when the bill was introduced by the sena- 
tor from South Carolina (Mr. Calhoun) for ceding 
the pxblic lands to certain states within which they 
are situated. He bad wished to suggest some other 
reference of it than tothe commiltee on the public 
lands; but, unless some senator would move a re- 
consideration of the order of reference to that cosn- 
mittee, he could not offer the suggestion which he 
wished to make. 

[Mr. Sothard moved the reconsideration, and 
Mr. Calhoun objecting to it without some satisfac- 
tory reason] — 

Mr. Clay went on to observe that, as the com- 
mittee was constituted, four of its five members 
were from the new. states. He meant to offer no 
disrepect to them; but he must say that this was a 





measure which, disguised as it may be, and colora-, 
ble as its provisions were, was, in eliect, a donation 


ticular states. He did not think-it cight that such 
a measure should be committed to the hands of se- 
nators exclusively representing the donees. He 
thought that a committee ought to be constituted in 
which the old states should have a fuller and fairer 
representation. We should preservé, whatever we 
may do, the decorum of legislation, and not violate 
the decencies of justice, : 

Whilst up, Mr. Clay would be glad if any sena- 
tor wonld inform him whether the administration is 
in favor of or against this measure, or stands neu- 
tral and uncommitted. This inquiry he should not 
make if the recent relations between the senator 
who introduced this bili and the head of that ad- 
ininistration continued to exist; but rumors, of 
which the city, the circles, and the press are full, 
assert that those relations are entirely changed, and 
have, within a tew days, been substituted by others 
of an intimate, friendly and confidential nature. 
And shortly after the time when this new state of 
things is alleged to have. taken place, the senator 
gave notice of his intention to. move to introduce 
this bill. Whether this motion has or has not any 
connection with that adjustment of former diiferen- 
ces, the public would, he had ro doubt, be glad to 
know. At all events, it is important to know in 
What relation of support, opposition or neutrality, 
the administration actually stands to this momen- 
tous measure; and he (Mr. C.) supposed that the 
senator from South Carolina, or some other senator, 
could communicate the desired information. 

Mr. Calhoun said he had supposed that no man 
had as much o¢casion for delicacy in referring to 
poli‘ical compromise as the senator from Kentucky. 
That senator had referred to some transactions in 
the political course of Mr. C. which occurred some 
twelve or thirteen years age, and had alluded to 
certain passagey in which Mr. C. was accused of 
changing his political relations. But that senator 
knew that it was others who had changed their re- 
lations to political subjects and political measures 
rather than Mr, C. who had followed less in regard 
to those subjects and measures than he was follow- 
ed. The senator was accustomed to have his ex- 
ample followed by others; but Mr, C. had not 
usually followed it, and especially would he not 
follow it now. But Mr. C’s personal relations 
must of course follow his political relations. The 
senator had now got the whole story,and Mr. C. 
trusted it would be satisfactory in regard to the ru- 
mors to which he had alluded. 

Mr. C. found it impossible to move without giv- 
ing occasion to accusations of changing his grounds. 
If he was against the chief magistrate, he was 
charged with changing his opinion. If he was in 
favor of him he was then accused of changing his 
political relations. But he bad not changed at all; 
he stood now where he has always stood, and that 
was on the unchangeable purpose to bring back the 
government to its original simplicity and economy. 
He, with others, had succeeded in expunging the 
whole of the senators’ American System, and other 
extravagances, so as to give the government a 
chance of taking a fresh start. And it gave Mr. C. 
pleasure to say that the best part of the measures 
of the present chief magistrate were approved by 
Mr. C, and Mr, C. was happy of the opportunity 
of making these declarations, and he would stand to 
thei. Nothing should prevent Mr. C. from sur- 
porting a man while he was politically right. The 
senator from Kentucky had given the government 
a wrong direction. Mr. C. had resisted the pro- 
ceeding, and he should continue to do so, standing 
on the ground occupied by Mr. Jefferson and others 
of his class, 

Mr. Ciay said he had understood the senator as 
felicitating himself on the opportunity which had 
been now afforded him by Mr, C. of defining once 
more his political position; and Mr. C. must say 
that he had now defined it very clearly, and had ap- 
parently given it a new definition. The senator 
now declared that all the leading measures of the 
present adininistration had met his approbation, and 
should receive his support. It turned out, then, 
that the rumor to which Mr. C. had alluded was 
true, and that the senator from South Carolina might 
be hereafter regarded as a supporter of this adsni- 
nistration, since he had declared that all its leading 
ineasures were approved by him, and should have 
his support. 

Also to the allusion which the senator from 
South Carolina had made in regard to Mr. C’s. sup- 
port of the head of another administration, (Mr. 
Adams), it occasioned Mr. C. no pain whatever. 
It was an old story, which had long been sunk in 
oblivion, except when the senator and a few others 
thought properto bring itup. But what were the 
facts of that case?—-Mr. C. was then a member of 
the house of representatives, to whom three per- 


of upwards of 100 millions of acres of the com-| sons had been returned, from whom it was the 
mon propt:ty of all the states of this union to par-| duty of the house to make a selection for the pre- 


sidency. As {fo one of those three. candidates, he 
was known to be in an unfortunate condition, in 
which no one sympathised with him, more than did 
Mr. C. Certainly the senator from South Carolina 
did not.—That gentleman was therefore out of 
the question as a candidate for the chief magistra- 
cy; and Mr.C. had consequently the only alterna- 
live of the illustrious individual at (he Hermitage, 
or of the man who was now distinguished in the 
house of representatives, and who had held so Inany 
public places with honor to himself, and benefit to 
the country. . And if there was any truth in history, 
the choice which Mr. C, then made was precisely 
the choice which the sena‘or from South Carolina 
had urged upon his friends. The senator himseif 
had declared his preference of Adams to Jackson. 
Mr. C. made the same choice; and experience had 
approved it from that day to this, and would to eter- 
nity. History would ratify and apernve it. Let 
the senator from South Carulina make any thing out 
of that part of Mr. C’s public career if he could. 
Mr. @., defied him, 

The senator bad alluded to Mr, C. as the advo. 
cate of cuipromise. Certainly he was. This go. 
vernment itself, toa great extent, was founded and 
rested on compromise. And to-the particular com- 
promise to which allusion had been made, Mr. C. 
thought no man cught to. be more grateful for it 
than the senator from South Carolina. But for that 
compromise, Mr. C. was not atall confident that he 
would have now had the honor to meet that senator 
face to face in this national capitol. 

The senator had said that his own position was 
that of state rights. But what was the character of 
this bill? It was a bill to strip seventeen of the 
states of their rightful inheritance; to sell it fora 
ness of pottage; to surrender it for a trifle—a mere 
nominal sum. The bili was, in etlect, an attempt 
to strip and rob seventeen states of this union of 
their property, and to assign it over to some eight 
or nine of the states, If this was what the senator 
called vindicating the rights of the states, Mr. C. 
prayed God to deliver us from all such rights and 
all such advocates. i 

Mr. Calhoun said the senator from Kentucky en- 
tirely mistook the character of the bill. It was not 
only a staie rights measure, but was indispensable 
to the peace and prosperity of the states, as the 
only measure that would well effect the object in 
view. 

Having used the word compromise, Mr. C, felt 
bound to refer the senator to that particular com- 
promise; and the senator had said in reply that if 
any one should be thankful to him for that compro- 
mise 

(Mr. Clay. Notto me.] 

Mr. Calhoun. The senator me fe ie claimed to be 
the author of that measure; and | am not in the 
smallest degree thankful to him forit. I knew he 
could not avoid it. I was his master on that oc- 
casion, and I forced it upon him. I wrote home at 
that time half a dozen letters, saying that the se- 
nator would be obliged to accede to a compromise, 
I will now explain all that. The effect of nullifi- 
cation is this: that, when a state interposes, the 
inajority must sometimes yield to the minority, 
Those who are to have the smallest share of the 
plunder in the majority, are sure to getaway. In the 
American System, the coustituents of the senator 
obtained a very sinall portion; they were rather of 
those that were plundered. At the tine when gen. 
Jackson occasioned the force bill, the senator from 
Kentucky had lost the manufacturers; gen. Jackson 
had supplanted him: and a senator not. now pre- 
sent, was also in the way OF SU BeIRP ane hiso in that 
interest. The senator -from Kentucky was there- 
fore flat on his back, and nothing would answer his 
own purpose but the compromise. It was with 
him compromise or annihilation. It was necessary 
that either he or the American System should fall. 
It was not my desire to mention these things; but the 
senator went out of his way to touch on kindred 
subjects, and I therefore felt myself compelled to 
make these statements. I have alluded to my let- 
ters on that occasion; and I predicted in them on 
the third day of the session that this question would 
terminate as it did. . 

Sir, I will go further. I yielded a good deal in 
that compromise. It was my first proposition that 
fit should go out in 1840, proceeding in an equal 
proportion for every year of 15 per cent. Andl 
will say further, that at the session before we nul- 
lified in South Carolina, | and others said that the 
question must be settled. It was seven years 
which I then fixed on for its termination, and it 
would have been carried in that time but for cer- 
tain circumstances. _ In regard to all L yielded; my 
colleague (Mr. Preston) knows why I did it, but 
I do not choose to state it here And I should now 
have suid nothing on the subject, if the, senaior 
bad been silent himself, But, he has no gratitude 
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part, and South Carolina owes him no grati- 
eho f te acted under the necessily Bf the dsett | 
], backed by the gallant state which I represent, | 
compelled the senator to break down the system 
at one decisive’ blow, and it is my opinion thatit 
will bring back the government to its original pria- 
ciple. be te . ‘ 

‘Mr. Clay. Iam sorry to be obliged to prolong 
this discussion. Bat I made no allusion to com- 
promise till it was done by the senator himself. I 
made no reference to the event of 1825, till he bad 
made it; and I did not, in the most distant manner, 
allude to nullification; and it 1s extraordinary that 
the senator himself should have introduced it, es- 

cially at a nowent when he is uniting with the 
authors of the force bill, and of those measures 
which put down nullification. 

‘The senator says I was flat on my back, and that 
he was my master. Sir, 1 would not own him as 
my slave. He-my master! and I compelled by 
him! And, as ifit were impossible to go far enough 
in one paragraph, he refers to certain fetters of his 

own to prove -that L was flat upon my back! and, 
that f was not only on my back, but another sena- 
tor and the president had robbed me! I was flat on 
my back, and unable to do any thing but what the 
senator from South Carolina permitted me to do! 

Sir, what was the case? | introduced the com- 
promise in spite of the opposition of the gentle- 
man Who is said to have robbed ime of the manu- 
facturers. It met his uncompromising opposition. 
That measure had, on my part, nothing personal in 
it. Bat 1 saw the conatiton of the senator from 
South Carolina and his friends. They had re- 
duced South Carolina, by that unwise measure, (of 
nullification), to a state of war; and I therefore 
wished to save the effusion of human blood, and 
especially the blood of our fellow citizens. That 
Was one motive with me; and another was a te- 
gard for that very interest which the senator says [ 
heiped to destroy. I saw that this great interest 
had s0 got in the power of the chiet magistrate, 
that it was evident that, at the next session of con- 
gress, the whole protective systein woula be swept 
by the board. I therefore desired to give itat least 
a tease of years, ana for that purpose, [, in concert 
with others, brought forward that measure, which 
was necessary to save that interest fiom total anni- 
hilation. 

Bat to display still further the circumstances in 
which the senator is piaced, he says, froin that very 
day of the compromise, ail obligations were cancel- 
jed that could, on account of it, rest on him, on 
South Carolina, and on the south. Sir, what righ! 
has he to speak iu the name of the whole south? or 
even of South Carolina itseli? For if history is to 
be relied upon, if we imay judge of the future from 
the past, the time will come when the senator can- 
not propose to be the organ even of the chivalrous 
and enlightened people of South Carolina. 

Sir, [ aim not one of those who are looking out 
for what may ensue to themselves. My course is 
nearly run; it is so by nature, and so in the progress 
of politieai events. I have nothing to ask of the 
senator, of the south, nor of South Carolina, nor 
yet of the country atlarge. But Ll will go, when I 
do go, or when I chouse to go, into retirement, with 
the undying conviction that, for a quarter of acen- 
tury, 1 have enceavored to serve and to save the 
country, faithfully and honorably, withouta view 
to my own interest or my own aggrandisement; and 
of that delightful conviction and consciousness no 
human being nor all mankind can ever deprive me. 

Mr. Calhoun. The senatcr isin the habit of at- 
tacking me, and if I were not thus compelled to de- 
fend myself, I would pass over the whole matter. I 
rise now simply to supply some remarks which had 
escaped my memory. and they are amere tnatter ol 
history. 1 was opposed to Mr. Crawford as a can- 
didate for the. presidency; and alter my naine was 
withdrawn, I took no part in the election. 1 wasa 
candidate for-the vice presidency, and abstamed 
from taking any part, and from all elecuoneering.— 
When the election was decided, I saw the course 
which Mr. ADAMs was determined to take, and I 
then could not hesitate to take my stand in the way 
of resistance. 

I do not know what has induced the senator from 
Kentucky to get up a discussion on this bill, and at 
this time, What his motives are for all this he ean 
best tell; but L feel those personal invectives as ex- 
tremely unpleasant, and I would not introduce them. 
But when they are introduced it is requisite I 
should protect myself. 

Mr, Clay... Oue word. Does not the senator feel 
that he himself brings his political character ito de- 
bate? Lsimply made the inquiry (and I put itto 
the senators to say if-such was the fact) to know 
whether this measure, which involves in all about 
a thousand miliions of the publie lands—whether 








this«measure bad the sanction of the administration 


or not. I did it in no way for the purpose of of- 
fence, and by the way, I referred to a rumor which 
is afloat of new relations, public and political, with 
the head of the administration, and. stated that I 
would not have made the inquiry but for that fact. 
And is it not right, in regard to a great measure, to 
know whether or not it has the sepport of the ad- 
ministration? He wouldat once have put an end to 
the discussion if he had simply said he knew no- 
thing of the views of the administration, but had in- 
troduced this measure independently. But, instead 
of this, he gets in a passion because I referred to 
this rumor, and concludes by saying tbat the greater 
part of the measures of the present administration 
are approved, and they will be supported by him. 

Mr. Walker argued: briefly to show that Mr. 
Clay ought already to have know the answer to his 
gnestion, as Mr. Calhoun bad long since introduced 
this measure, while he was yet opposed to the ad- 
ministration. He also insisted that the bill ought 
to be referred to the committee on the public lands. 

Mr. Grundy said he had been formerly opposed 
te this bill; and should be so now. He therefore did 
not wish his vote at this time to be regarded as an 
indication that he was in favor of the bill. 

Mr. Allen expressed himself in the same manner 
as Mr. Grundy. 

Mr. Preston said this bill would havea para- 
mount effect on the finances of the country. It was 
a question whether it would not increase taxation. 
In this view it was important, and Mr. P. therefore 
preferred that it should goto the committee of fi- 
nance. 

Mr. Calhoun said the bill, ashe had drawn it, 
would lead to no reduction of the revenue.. It was 
not to gointo operation till June, 1842, thus leaving 
time to adjust the tarifl. He saw no reason whiy it 
should be taken from the committee on the public 
lands. 

Mr. White said he was entirely ignorant of the 
contents of this biil; but if the reference should be 
reconsidered; the bill could then be read, and he 
would be better able to decide to which committee 
it was most appropriate. 

Mr. Calhoun called forthe reading of the bill, 
which was read accordingly. 

The question of reconsidering the reference of 
the bill to the committee on the public lands was 
then put, and decided by yeas and nays in the nega- 
tive,—yeas 15; nays 28. 

January 6. Mr. Benton, from the committee on 
finance, moved to be discharged from the conside- 
ration of the bill for the summary recovery of swall 
bank notes in the District of Columbia, and that the 
saine be referred to the committee on the judiciary. 

The bill from the house of representatives, mak- 
ing partial appropriations fur the expenditures of 
the governinent for the year 1840, was read twice, 
and referred to the committee on finance, and by 
this committee reported with an amendment, atid 
by general conser:t read three times and passed. 

The following bills were also read a third time 
and passed: The bill relinquishing to the state of 
Mississippi the two per cent. fund; the bill for the 
relief of John H. Jacox; and the bill to prevent the 
counterfeiting of foreign coin. 

A message was received froin the president in 
relation to the employment of steam vessels in the 
revenue service: 

Also, from the treasury, a report showing the 
condition of the banks of the District of Columbia 
up to the close of the year 1839. And stating that 
all those banks had suspended save the Patriotic 
Bank of Washington. 

Mr. Wright’s sub-treasury bill was reported to- 
day, and notice given that he should call it up on 
Monday next. 

The resolution introduced by Mr. Benton some 
days previous, relating, to the assumption of the 
state debts was taken up, when Mr. Benton ad- 
dressed the senate for upwards of two hours in fa- 
vor of all the leading principles contained in the 
same. 

On motion of Mr. Grundy, the question was to 
be taken on the separate propositions by yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. Lumpkin expressed himself satisfied with the 
general correctness of the principles laid down, but 
thought it better the notion should be laid on the 
table, for the present, which motion was acquiese- 
ed in and the senate adjourned. bt 

January7. Private meiorials and petitions were 
presented by Messrs. Lumpkin, Clay, of Ala. Smith, 
of Con. Linn, Duvis, White and King. 

Mr. Prentiss, trom the committee on public lands, 
asked to be discharged from the further considera- 
tion of the memorial of the general assémbiy of 
Missouri, praying a graut of land for the establish- 
ment of a sysiem of common schools; and also from 
the further consideration of the memorial of a num- 
ber of the settlers on the miperal lands, in the state 


emption to said Jands. 


Mr. Watker remarked that it was his desizn at an 
early day, to introduce a bill for the sale of the mi 
neral lands. 

The committee were then discharged from the 
further consideration of the memorial. 

Mr. Clay, of Ala. from the committee on public 
lands, reported a bill for the graduation and reduc- 
tion of the price of public lands, with vaiious amend 
ments; which were ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Walker, from the committee or public lands, 
reported a bill authorising the president to cause the 
lead mines in Missouri to be sold. 

Also, several private bills without amendment, 
and the bill to create a new land district in the state 
of Missouri. 

Mr. Norvell asked to be discharged from the fur- 
ther consideration of the petition of America Ves- 

ucci. 

The following bills were introduced on leave, 
twice read, and referred: 

By Mr. Linn, a bill to allow a drawback on goods 
exported to Mexico, and to protect Iudian trade, 
and for other purposes. | 

By Mr. Fulton, a bill to provide for the defence 
of the western borders of the states of Aikansas 
and Missouri. i 

By Mr.. Nicholas, a bill to revive the act autho- 
rising claimants to Jand in Arkansas, Missouri, 
Louisiana and Mississippi, to try the validity of 
their claims. 

Mr. Grundy moved to take up the resolutions of 
Mr. Benton, laid on the table’ yesterday, on motion 
of Mr. Lumpkin, in regard to the general govern- 
ment assuming the cebts of the respective states, 
&c. And they were accordingly taken up. Mr. 
G. then inoved to refer the resolutions to a select 
committee of seven. 


Mr. Lumpkin, in order that the substance of the 
resulutions might be condensed into sinaller bounds, 
offered the foliowing substitute: 

Resolved, That the assumption by the general govern- 
ment of the debis of the states contracted for local pur- 
poses, whether it shall be a direct assumption which 
would make the geaeral governinent responsible tor 
said debts, or indirect by a disiribution of the public 
muney among the states to enable them to pay their 
debts, or a pledge of public lands for the said purpuse, 
or o:herwise, would be impolitic and dangerous, unjust 
and usequal amung the members of the union, and 
wholly unauthorised by the letter and spirit of the con- 
stiiution. | 

Mr. Grundy moved to refer the whole to the pro- 
posed select committee of seven, to be appointed by 
the chair. 

Mr. Preston said he was averse to acting thus 


prospectively and hypothetically on any important 
matter of this kind; and he was more especially so 





since hearing the remarks made yesterday on these 
resolutions by the senator trom Missouri, He had 
understood froin those remarks that some of the 
states were supposed to be contemplating the pro- 
ject of coming helore congress to induce this go- 
vernment to assuine the debts of the respective 
states. But Mr. P. was not aware that any of the 
states of this union proposed to come before con- 
gress for-any such purpose. It had indeed been 
suggested in another quarter, which, however, was 
not entitled to such respect as to make it a matter 
fit for the notice of the senate. It was unworthy 
of their consideration at all, unless it should ’be pro- 
posed by the states. Perhaps it would turn out 
that the states had nothing of the kind in view; and 
at all events Mr, P. was opposed to such prospee- 
tive and bypothetic legislation; it might lead to se- 
rious tonsequences; it might, for instance, involve 
the senate in a pledge which, in some points at 
least, unforeseen circumstances might render im- 
proper and inexpedient. Mr. P. therefore, thought 
it the duty of the senate to wait till the supposed 
casus federis had actually occurred, and then pto- 
nounce their deliberate opinion upon it. 

Regarding this subject, as Mr. P. did, as having 
reference to the states of this union, and therefore 
of very great consequence, Mr. P. was unwilling 
to anticipate that any state would act a wrong or 
violent part toward this government; and, even if 
herexpected it, he would not thus interfere with a 
preventive policy. Andeven if'a state should thus 
apply to this government to assume its debts, Mr. 
P. would feel it his bounden duty to treat the ap- 
plication and the applicant with the most perfect 
respectand decoram; and if tbe request must be 
denied, it should be done in entire courtesy. “Asa 
state rights man, Mr. P. thought the states, not only 
in important matters, but even in formalities, should 
ever be treated with decorum and respect. “And 
he did not think it right to anticipate that they 
would do any thing wrong, and send forth a brat 
fulmen to prevent it. And he-even felt hiniself 
| bound to hold himself unpledged ‘in matters: 





of Illinois, praying to be allowed the right of pre- 
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though, as far as he now knew, be concurred with 
the sentiments of the resolutions, Yet he did not 
intead to compromise himself, He thereiore moved 
to lay the resolutions on the table, desiring at the 
game time that it should be fully underst oe 
doing this he in ne way expressed opposition to the 
} xe fe of the resolutions, but only to their adop- 
tion under the circumstances. | 
Mr, Clay, of Alabaina, called for the yeas and 
nays.on this motion; which were accordingly or- 
dered; andthe question was decided in the negative 
as follows: 5» : 
- ¥BAS.—Messrs. Betts, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Crit- 


| is, Dickson, erson, Merrick, Prentiss, 
a yo Smiih, a adiana, Southard, White, 


of Ind ian hite, of ‘Tennessee—15, 
AYS— ee Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
, Clay, of Aiabama, Fulton, Grundy, ae 
td, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Nicholas, Norvell, Roane, 
hea Sevier, Smiih, of Conn. Strange, Tappan, 
Walker, Wall, Williams, Wright, Young—25. 

The resolutions, together with the substitute of 
Mr. Lumpkin, were then referred: to a select com- 
mittee of seven, to be appointed by the ebair, Mr. 
Benton having declined to act as one of that com- 
mittee. \ 

The senate then proceeded to consider the bill 
providing for the occupation of Florida by collec- 
tions of armed settlers. 

The bill was advocated at length by Mr. Benton, 
and opposed by Messrs. Tappan and Preston. — 
[Their remarks are necessarily deferred. ] 

The bill being still under consideration— 

The senate (afteran executive session ) adjourned, 

January 8. The bill for the armed. occupation 
of Fiorida was again discussed. 

Mr. Olay, of Ala. spoke in answer to Mr. Pres- 
ton, of yesterday, and advocating the provisions of 
the bill. It was ordered to be engrossed. 

Mr. Preston intimated his intention to: make some 
remarks when the bill is on its, passage to-morrow. 

The bill making an appropriation. for the remo- 
val of the rafton Red river, was discussed on the 

nestion of its passage by Messrs. Crilienden, Pierce, 

ing and Duvis, and passed. 

The bill in relation to the cancelling of bonds, 
&c. of vessels employed in the whale fishery, was 
discussed by Messrs. Davisand WrigAl, and on mo- 
tion of the latter, postponed until to-morrow. 

‘The following bills were ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading: 

A bill for the relief of W. H. Robertson, Samuel 
H. Garrow, and J. W. Simonton. — 

A bill for the relief of Wm. Whitehead, late col. 
lector of Key West. 

A bill for the relief of Walter Loomis and Abel 


Gay. 
4 bill for the relief Benjamin Murpby, of Arkan- 


sas. . 

A bill for the relief of R, T. Banks, of Arkansas. 

The senate took an. execulive session, and ad. 
journed at half — three. 

January 9. The vice president presented to the 
senate a message in relation to the disputed boun- 
dary line; also, a inessage froin the president in re- 
ply to a resolution, of the 30th ult. calling for in- 
formation in relation to the suspension. of banks, 

After the transaction of private busincss, the se- 
nate resumed the Consideration of the bill providing 
fer the occupation of Florida by armed settlers. 

The measure proposed by the bill was: further 
opposed by Mr. Crittenden and Mr. Preston, and 
advocated by Mr. Pierce. ; 

On motion of Mr. Strange, (the subject still 
being up), the senate adjourned. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Saiurday, Jun. 4th, Alter the reading of the 
journal, Mr. Evans, introduced “a bill making ap- 
propriations, in part, for the support of govern- 
ment, for the year 1840;” which, having been twice 
read by. its title, was passed. 

On motion of Mr. Tillinghusi, the resolution of 
the senate providing for the appointment of a com- 
mittee on the library was concurred in. 

Mr. Ramsey rose and said that, for more than ten 
days past, he had had in his possession a petition 
from citizens of the third congressional district of 
the state of Pennsylvania, complaining that their 
rights bad been violated in this house by the house 
permitting a) gentleman to take his seat who was 
not entitled thereto, and requesting that an investi- 

ation might be made into the frauds which had 
Cats committed: in that election. Mr. R. asked 
leave now to present the petition. 

Objection having been wade, Mr. R. moved a! 
suspension of the’ rule, and called for the yeas and | 
nays; which were ordered, when it was decided in| 


ing paired off with a gentleman from North Caroli, 
na, otherwise, he would have voted in the a‘fima- 
tive), ; 3 Py 
On leave given, Mr. Sherrod Williams offered 
the following resolution, which was adopted: | 
Resolved, ‘That the memorials and petitions present- 
ed to the house. of representatives at the last congress, 
and upon which favorab negorts were made, and on 
which the house did not finally act, and such memo- 
rials and _ petitions as were presented at the lb 


ike" reports. be again referred to the committees to 
which the said memorials and petitions were hereto- 
fore severally referred. 


The business first in order was the motion sub- 
mitted yesterday by Mr. W. Thompson, to.recon+ 
sider the vote ordering the printing of 5,000 extra 


h. | Copies of the map of the seat of war in Florida, 


accompanying the report of the secretary of war. 

A spirited Siebate Saas arose, in satelols ddanaet 
W. Thompson, Cave Johnson, Banks, Wise, Graves, 
Smith, of Maine, Giddings and Crary, participated. 

And the question on the motion of Mr. W. Thomp- 
son was then taken, and decided in the affirmative, 
without a division. 

So the vote was reconsidered. 

And the question then recurring on the adoption 
of the resolution to print 5,000 extra copies of the 
said maps. 

On motion of Mr. Banies, the resolution was laid 
on. the table. ’ 

Mr. Brown, of Tennessee, asked leave to intro- 
dace at this time, with a view to have laid‘on the 
table and printed, the following joint resolution: 
Joint resoluiion to amend the constitution of the Unit- 

ed States, in relation to the election of president. 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congiess assembled, two 
thirds of both houses. concurring, Phat the following 
amendment to the constitation of the United States be 
proposed tothe legislatures of the several states, which, 
when ratified by the legislatures of three-fourths of the 
states, shall be valid, to all intents and purposes, as part 
of the constitution, to wit: 

“No person who shall hereafter be elected. and shall 
serve the period of four years as president of the: Unit- 
ed Siates, shall be again eligible to ibat office.” 

Leave was not granted. 

Mr. Jameson then rose and said: Mr. Sneaker, I 
rise to do what I. intended on yesterday to have 
done, but failed in obtaining the floor before. the 
house adjourned; that is to announce to this-house 
the death of the hon. Albert Gallatin Harrison, one 
of the members elect from the state of Missouri to 
the twenty-sixth congress. He died at his. resi- 
denee, near Fulton, Missouri, of bilious fever, in 
the month of September last. In his death, not 
only the bereaved; widow and his children sustain 
a.deep and abiding loss—the loss of an amiable, 
kind, and affectionate husband and parent—but 
Missouri lost one of her favorite and ablest sons: 
Always true to bis trust, and faithful to the interests 
of Missouri, my lamented predecessor had obtain- 
ed for himself a deep seat in the affections of her 
people, I have known the deceased since I have 
known myself, and: many on this: floor were also 
well acquainted with him; and they will. bear me 
witness to the fact that. he. possessed all those no- 
ble qualities and virtues which of themselves con-. 
stitute the high; road to honor and distinction. 

He had filled with credit to himself, and to the 
entire satisfaction of the:people, more difficult offi- 
ces of honor and profit, in the same length of time, 
than any man who has ever resided in Missouri. 
He was called by. Hitn in whose hands life and death 
are held, from the theatre of action, in the meridian 
of life; and but few have: passed from time more to 
be lamented than: Albert Gallalin Harrison. Few, 
ifany, can fill his place as the agent or representa- 
tive of Missouri; and avoid is left.in that domestic 
circle in which he moved, and inthe heart of his ami- 
able, intelligent and bereaved widow, that ne pow- 
er ou earth, no human being can fill—a void that 
can only be filled by the constant presence, aid 
and protection of the Spirit of the Eternal God. 


Mr. Harrison was a native of Kentucky, from 
whose land so many able and chivalric men have 
emanated—the birth place of a great many members 
now on this floor from other statés. 


Mr. J. then offered the following resolutions: 
Resolved, unanimously, That this house has received 
with deep sensibility the annunciation of the death of 
the hon. Albert G. Harrison, one of ‘the late representa- 
tives elect from the state of Missouri for the twenty- 
sixth congress of the United States. 





Resolved, unanimously,.That the members of this 
house tender the widow. and relatives of the deceased 
their sympathy-on this mournful.event,.and will testify 
their respect for his. memory by wearing crape on the 
leit arm for thirty days. 


7 > last con- |. 
gress and referred, upon which the committees did not |" 
make 


: : Soeatesaensnsnendsene se 
Monday, Jan. 6. After the reading of the journal, 
Mr. W. 8. Calhoun, of Massachusetts, rose and 
i ree nt 

| t use has heard wi i- 
bility of the death of the hon. J. C. Alvord, a pee el 
of this house from the state of Massachusetts. 

Resolved, That the members and officers of this 
house will testify their respect for the memory of the 
ecesned by wearing crape on, the ‘eft arm for thirty 

ays- 
The resolutions having been read, ! 
Mr. Cathoun said: 1 do not rise Mr. Speaker, to 
give utterance to a labored eulogium upon the 
character of Mr. Alvord. I rise. oeny to say that 
he was regularly elected a member of this congress, 
and that he died several months anterior to the com. 
mencement of the present session, ‘He was very 
young; and, had he been permitted to take his place 
amongst us, would, undoubtedly have been the 
youngest member upon this floor. But, young as 
he was, he had acquired very prominent and envia- 
ble rank in the community where he. resided. 
Heaven had given hima high order of intellect; his 
mind was richly cultivated; his ju¢gment was ma- 
ture; and his general attainments extraordinary. In 
the study and pursuit of the law—the profession to 
which he had devoted himself—he was eminently 
distinguished; as he was, also, in boy of the halls 
of leyislation in his native state. Had he lived to 
take part.in the proceedings of this body, he would, 
I am sure, have added largely to his fame.and re- 
nown. He died, sir, in the. midst of the warmest 
affections, and the fondest hopes of his friends, his 
associates, and of the community where his lot was 
cast. 

Such, in brief, was James C. Alvord; and never, 
I am confident, has the house. of representatives 
been called upon to pay a tribute to the memory of 
one more worthy. 


The question was taken on the resolutions, and 
they were unanimously adopted. 

Mr. Duncan moved a auspension of the rules to 
enable him to offer a resolution, proposing to refer 
all the papers and testimony relating to the New 
Jersey disputed election to the committee of elec- 
tions; and, on that motion, demanded the yeas and 
nays. 

Mr. Calhoun asked the gentleman to give way. to 
enable him to make a motion, which was of imme- 
morial usage, for the adjournment of the house as a 
testimonial of respect to the memory of the deceas- 
ed. 

Mr. Duncan immediately acceded to said request; 
when : 

Mr. Calhoun moved that the house adjourn till 
to-morrow, which was agreed to; and the house 
then adjourned. 

Tuesday, Jan. 7. The journal of yesterday hav- 
ing been read— 

Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, rose, and (be- 
ing most imperfectly heard) was understood by the 
reporter to refer to the action of. the house,in_rela- 
tion to the contested election in the state of New 
Jersey; and proceeded to say that it was one. of the 
most solemn duties pf the house to determine who 
were the gentlemen entitled to the five vacant seats 
from that state. Lt had been usual for gentlemen 
claiming seats to present to the house.a memorial 
or petition setting forth substantially the grounds of 
their claim; but no movement of that kind had as 
yet been made. He thought that the house should 
wait no longer; and. he therefore moved a suspen- 
sion of the rule.to enable him to offer the, follow- 
ing resolutions: 

Resolved, That all. papers or other testimony jn pos- 
session of or within the control of this house, in-rela- 
tion to the late election in. New Jersey for representa- 
tives to he 26th congress of the United States, be re- 
ferred to the committee of elections, with: instructions 
to inquire and report who are entitled to octupy, as 
members of this house the five contested‘seats from that 
state. 

Resolved, That a copy of this-resolution be served on 
John B. Aycrigg, John P. B. Maxwell, Wm.» Halsted 
Chas, C. Stratton, Thos. Jones Yorke,, Peter: D. 
Vroom, Philemon, Dickerson, Wm. R. Cooper, Daniel 
B Ryall and Juseph Kille, all citizens of New Jersey, 
claiming tu be representatives from that state in this 
congress: and that the service, be made upon each gen- 
i ee personally, or by leaving a copy at his usual re- 
sidence. 

Mr. Bell said he probably could relieve the gen- 
tleman from South Corolina (Mr. Campell)’ from 
the necessity of offering these resolutions, by bring» 
ing forward a privileged motion. 

He (Mr. B.)- had -been informed the other days 
and again on inquiry, this morning, (though not by 
the gentléman from Ohio), that there were still five 
gentleman here in attendance from day’ to day 
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tha negative: yeas 118; nays 67 (not being two-| “ppeoned. Th hi obi . claiming to be qualified as members—to sit andvote 
thirds cone in the affirmative as oa rae the | for vip wobasey ot btn oR A ete Wil wapecen as representatives from the state of Néw Jersey; 
rule), so the rule was not suspended. (Mr. Naylor | until: Monday next, at ¥2 o'clock M and yet the chair had not been ‘enlightened as te 
sieted, that he did not'vote, in consequence of hav«| And thea the house adjourned. ‘i that fact by any gentleman, He (Mr, Bvj had: not 
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falt,it fo. be particularly. his daty,.or he would have 
San 





.e; and, in order to give, additional 


bs th to the information he had received, he| p 





now state (not asa matter of, complaint or 
jrregolarity against the gentlemen personally ) that 
these five gentlemen. were exercising the franking 

ivilege as members; that they had seats within the 


of the, house, with their names written’ upon 


them; and that.ds many of them as chose:(and as of- 


ten as they chose) received stationery from the clerk, 
or under his) authority, as members of this house. 
Now; atv irregularity so gross as this (irregular be 
meant, as to their own body), was unparalleled in 
the’ history of this house. He-asserted: that those 
gentlemen had either a right to be qualified or to be 
informed that the house would not admit and quali- 
fy them. This was the second mouth of the ses- 
sion; and yet, these gentlemen were here day after 
day, exercising many. of the most important privi- 
leges of members, though they had never been 
brought forward in such a manner as tou entitle them 
to their enjoyment. 


: =, er . 


For the purpose of discharging a duty he would 


move. that the question be taken up, and that the 
ehair either qualify these gentlemen, or that the 
house take a. proper order about them, and deter- 
mine: that they shall. not be qualified. Upon the 
strength of the information hé had received, he 
moved that the gentlemen be qualified, or that the 
house determine they should not be qualfied. He 
had not received that information from the gentle- 
men themselves. If he had been misinformed, or if 
the gentlemen had withdrawn, let the house be in- 
formed of the fact. And if the chair decided that 
the motion indicated by him (Mr, B.) was a privi- 
leged’ tiotion, he would read what he proposed to 
submit to the house in consequence of it. 

The speaker said he would hear the gentleman’s 
proposition before deciding. 

r. Beli said he made the motion upon the pre- 
sumption that it was a privileged question, to have 
these gentlemen sworn or not. 

r. B, then read the following resolution: 

_Resolved, That Philemon Dickerson, Peter D. Vroom, 
William R. Cooper, Daniel B. Ryall and Joseph Kille, 
who are in attendance claiming to be admitted io sit 
and.vote in this house of representatives from the state 
of New Jersey, are not, and cannot be, legally and 
constitutionally, members of this body, until the regular 
returns or cértificates of election granted to five other 
oy qualified persons by the governor and council of 
said state, im the exercise of the authority vested in 
them by the Jaws of said state, passed in conformity 
with the constitutioa of the United States, shall have 
been set aside, cr adjudged void, upon due investiga- 
tion had, in the form and manner preseribed by the 
laws and usages of the house. 

That, (continued Mr. B.) is the resolution which 
I propose to submit, supposing that these gentle- 
meh are still in attendance claiming to be members 
and to be qualified as such. Then shall offer a 
second and third resolution, reaching the object 
proposed by the gentleman from South Carolina, 
and which are in the following words: 

Resolved, That the house having decided that John B. 
Ayerigg, Wm. Halsted, John P. B. Maxwell, Charles 
C. Stratton and Thomas Jones Yorke, the persons 
having the regular and legal certificates of election, 
shall not -be admitted to sit in this house and vote as 
other members until it shall have been established, by 
sufficient proof, that there was no fraud, mistake of the 
law, or other error, made or committed by the governor 
and council of New Jersey, in the returas or certifi- 
cates of election granted as aforesaid; and said decision 
being contrary to the usual eee of the house in 
such ‘cases, the speaker be directed to notify the go- 
vernor and countil uf New Jersey of the proceedin 
of the house in the premises, to the end that the peop 
of said state may be duly informed of the causes which 
have for the prasent deprived them of the services of 
five of the representatives to which they.are entitled 
by the law and constitution. 

Resolved, ‘That the returas and all other papers or 
téstimony in possession of the house relating to the 
five vacant seats in the New Jersey delegation be re- 
ferred to the committee of elections; that said commit- 
tee proceed to examine the returns and all other testi- 
mony which may be submitted to them, according to 
the rules‘ and orders of the house, and that said com- 
mittee first decide and report to the house who are en- 
tilled to sit'and act as members by the returns. 

These resolutions, (continued Mr. B.) cau be of.- 
fered separately or together. I shall offer the first 
one, if the information [ have received be not con- 
tradicted: that is to say, that these gentlemen are 
here claiming admittance as members. I am ia- 
formed that one of thein at least is in attendanee, . 

A: long debate then ensued principally in relation 
to~ points of order, when finally Mr. Rives de- 
manded the yeas and nays, and the rules were sus- 
pended; yeas 182, nays 23. 

And thé question recurring on the adoption of 
the resolution— 

Mr. Bell obtained the floor, but yielded it to Mr. 

mpbell; to enable him to modify his resolution so 


to add tothe end. thereof, the words. ‘and that 
the comuiitee have power to send for persoas and 
apers.”’. 

r, Bell then proceeding to offer aniamendment, 
Mr. Rives said he objected. He voted..for the 
suspension in order to vote for the resolution of the 
nagquanegi from South Carolina as presented, and 
ie was of opinion, therefore, that the amendment 
ought not to be entertained. (Much laughter). » 

r. Bell moved to amend the resolution by strik- 
ing out all alter the word ‘resolved,”’ and inserting 
the resolutions proposed by him. (See above). 

Mr. Randolph proposed (Mr: B. having yielded 
the floor for the moment) to amend the: amendinent 
by inserting in the second resolution, after the 
words “notify the governor and council of New 
Jersey,” the words. How ng: ; ‘ 

“That the commissions issued by him, according to 
the th wa'of said mate, to John B, Aycrigg, John P. B. 
Maxwell, Wim. Halsted, Charles C. Stratton and Tho- 
mas Jones Yorke have not been deemed sufficient by 
the house to authorise their holding the ‘same, and to 
be sworn in.as members of this house, and also.” 

Mr: Bell accepted this as a modification, and 
then proceeded to address the house in remarks of 
some length, a report of which will be given at ar 


early day. 
Mr. Duncan next. obtained to the floor, and gave 
ne for a motion to adjourn. 

r. Jones asked leave of the house to move to re- 
fer the report of the secretary of the treasury ou the 
finances, now lying on the table, to the committee 
of ways and means. 


Mr. Evans then moved to take up and consider 
the amendments of the senate to the bill making 
appropriations in et for the support of govern- 
ment for 1840. Theamendments were accordingly 
taken up, and concurred in. 

The resolution from the senate appointing a com- 
mittee on enrolled bills was taken up, and concur- 
red in by the house. ~ 

Mr. Crockett gave notice that, on to-morrow, he 
would ask leave to bring in a bill to amend an act 
entitled ‘‘an act to authorize the state of Tennessee 
to issue grants and perfect tittes to certain lands 
therein described, and to settle-the claims to the 


passed April 18, 1806. 

On motion of Mr. Duncan, the house adjourned 
at 4 o’clock. 

Wednesday, Jan. 8th, The journal. having been 
read, a conversation enstied between Messrs. Rives, 


vacant and unappropriated lands within the same,” | 








of Virginia, and Briggs, in relation to its correction; 
which issued in striking out the entry of an objec- | 
tion made by Mr. R. to a modification by Mr. | 
Campbell, of South Carolina, of his own resolution | 
touching the New Jersey election. 


| 

Mr. Cooper, of Pa. indicated his wish to offer the | 
following resolutions: 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be directed 
to communicate to this house the late arrangement 
made for the transportation of the mail between Phi- 
ladelphia and Washington city; over what route the 
same is carried; whether the distance by said rouvie is 
greater or less than under the former arrangement; 
whether the time required for its transportation between 
the said places has been increased or diminished by 
the change; whether the communication between New 
York and.Boston;and the south and: southwest, has 
been facilitated or retarded thereby; and whether the 
price paid for the transportation of the sane has been 
increased or diminished, and what is the amount of 
the difference. 








And whereas it is alleged, to the great discredit of 
the government, that the eastern mail has been clan- 
destinely and'fraudulently transmitted, by the agents 
of the post office department, from Philadelphia to Bal- 
timore, by the cars of the Philadelphia, Wilmington 
and: Balumore rail road company, notwithstanding the 
postmaster general has discontinued his contract with 
the said company for carrying the said mail: Therefore, 

Resolved, ‘That the postmaster general be required 
to communicate to this house whether it is true, as al- 
leged, that such fraud has been committed upon the 
said company by any officer or agent, person or per- 
sons. connected with or in the employment of the post 
office department; and, if so, whether such officer or 
agent, person or persons, have been removed or dis- 
charged; and that a full staiement of the facts relating 
to the transaction be communicated to this house. 

But Mr. Duncan claiming the floor, having yes- 
terday moved the adjournment, and being desirous 
of resuining and concluding his speech on the New 
Jersey election, the chair decided that he was enti- 
tled to the floor, : : : 

Mr. Duncan then addressed the house in continu- 
ation of his speech commenced yesterday, and con- 
tinued to speak with great animation till 3 o’clock. 
When he concluded— 

Mr. Botts, of Virginia, took the floor; but, yield- 
ing to a manifest disposition in the house that way 
turning, moved an adjournment. — 

This motion was several times withdrawn and re- 














| newed, efforts having been made to refer the report 


a sk ea 


of the secretary of war; and algo to take up, on re- 
fereuce, the senate bills on the speaker’s table. The 
former of the two motions gave rise to-some disens= 
sion as to the disposition that should be made of the’ 





Various parts of the report, but no action was had 


on. either when the house adjouriéds 


Thursday, Jan.9. Some debate was hed. on the 
reference of the hill from the senate makin ‘appro- 
priations for the removalof the Red river raft, vhich 
was participated in by Messrs. Curtis, Vanderpoel, 
McKay, Lewis Williams, Biddle, Rice Garland, 
Pope, Cross, Jones, of Va. H. Everett and Mitchell. 
Its further consideration was postponed until to- - 
morrow. 

Mr, Abbot Lawrence rose and asked the consent 
of the house to present at this time a paper, which, 
he said, he was desirous. to have referred to the 
committee on foreign affairs. It was a memorial 
from merchants of Canton, in China, in relation to 
their condition at the present moment—Awmerican 
merchants resident there. It was known to tke 
house that there had been great interruptions to 
trade there, and that the lives and property of Ame- 
rican citizens 

After slight objection, it was referred fo the com- 
mitfee on foreign affairs and ordered to be printed. 

The New Jersey contested election being the 
business now in order, oe 

Mr. Botts, of Virginia, who was entitled to the 
floor, was proceeding to address the house, when 

Mr. Hoffman rose and said that it weuld be re- 
collected that the report of the committee on the: 
rules had been made the special order for this day 
at one o’clock. And gave notice that he should 
move it. 

Mr. Bolls having indicated his wish now to pro- 
ceed, addressed the house at. great length on. the 
subject of the contested election "generally. 


[At half past one Mr. Hoffman called up the spe- 
cial order above referred to; and on motion of Mr. 
Cave Johnson, the consideration of the report of the 
commiltee was postponed until Tuesday next; was. 
inade the special order for that day, at one o’clock; 
and the present rules were ordered fo be continued 
in force until Thursday next.] 

Mr. Botts having. concluded his speech— 
Mr. Randolph, of New Jersey, addiessed the 
chair, when 

Mr. Monroe, of New: York claimed the floor, in- 
asmuch as Mr. R. had spoken repeatedly belore. 

The chair reminded Mr, M. that though Mr. Ran- 
dolph had repeatedly addressed the house on the 





general subject, yet it hadnot been on the present 


resolution. 
Mr. Randolph insisting on his right to the floor, 


(he was permitted to proceed, and went intoa de- 


tailed history of the entire New Jersey case, quot- 
ing documents and calling for the reading of affida- 
vits, until past 40’clock, when a motion was made 
to adjourn, and neyatived by yeas and nays: yeas 
64, nays 104. 

After more affidavits had been read, the motion 
was renewed, and again lost: yeas 58, nays 78. 

The reading having been resumed, and much 
uneasiness being manifested, Mr. R. himself moved 
to adjourn, and the motion was at length carried: 
yeas 67, nays 58. 

So the house, at near 5 o’clock, adjourned. 





Tosacco tn Evrore. The high prices of 
American tobacco in Europe have, it appears, led 
to the cultivation of that article on the continent to 
a considerable extent. ‘The Richmond Whig pub- 
lishes a letter from the house of G, and C. Kreg- 
linger, under date of Antwerp, October 30, which 
centains the following statements on the subject: 

The production of home leaf has increased to an 
incredible extent since the rise in the value of the 
article in the United States, and the common lots 
of American tobacco are almost entirely supplanted 
by itin Europe, The, majority of consumers hav- 
ing become more used to home. grown leaf, a great 
fall in the value of the exotic plant only, can bring 
the latter again into general use, and this will only 
become apparent after the cultivation of the former 
shall have been checked by very low prices of the 
latter, so as to render the production of home grown 
tobaeco unprofitable to the planter. This, we fear, 
cannot result in the coming season, even if prices, 
as seems to be expected, should give way eon- 
siderably in the United States, but in the followi 
year prices may again attain a proportion whic 
would leave a chance of operating with advantage. 
As to the finer descriptions of American tobaceo, | 
which cannot be supplied by European production, - 
they are likely to be better supported, but great 
caulion and circumspection will. be necessary in 
any operation in them, as experience has showa 
that their consumption is also materially decreased: 
by high prices. Bg AE a al) ee a eae 
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wick CHRONICLE. tae oh 2: 
| nominations. Messrs. Jarnes G, Berney 
and F. I. Le Moyne, who were nominated for presi- 
deut and vice president, have both declined the nomi- 


The Trenton, (N. J.) Gazette says—Sixty 
were b _ by. rev, Morgan J. Riees, 
Baptist church of Trenton. ‘The ice was cut 
‘the purpose in the water power race-way, at 
ie church. -'The immersions occupied 
is. Persons Were roan stir 

er, the performance of the rite, to pre- 
its freezing. A “a concourse was gathered to 

apoa this unusual occurrence, many of whom 
vod upon the ice; and boys were skating arvund, at 



















otracted meeting has been held in the Baptist 
for several weeks, and very many have applied 
nission to the sociely. 
order war of Missouri and Iowa. All the military 
fations have been suspended till July next, by a 

‘4arual agreement upon the part of the authorities of 
the state and the territory to wait the action of con- 
gress. ‘Thus this alarm has blown over. 


’ Private letters received in Montreal, November 25, 

from Quebec, state that the border troubles had _re- 
commenced, on the disputed territory, between New 
Brunswick and Maine. “ 


Baltimore. ' The council: of the city met on Monday 
last. . In the first branch Samuel Brady, esq. was elect- 
ed president Stephen H. Moore, clerk, Joseph Nelson, 
reading clerk, and Jacob Glusser, dourkeeper. The se- 
cond branch, the members of which are elected for 
two years, retains the organization given to it lust year. 


Boston. Jonathan Chapman, esq. the whig candi- 
date, is elected mayor of Busion. ‘I'he vote stood for 
Cuapman 4,362, for Sumner, (adjnin.) 3,042. The 
whule whig ticket for alderinan is also chosen by a 
inajority over the administration and temperance tickets 
united. ‘The votes tur the temperance ucket in eight 
out uf the twelve wards were 453. 


Canal tolls. The tolls collected on the New York 
s:aie canals up to the Ist December, in each of the five 
past i are as fulluws, viz: 


j . $1,544,841 
ag MEME el 1,613,023 
eee yA 1,233,933 
ica mst 1,590,244 


a ita be ba tl ai) > 1,593,741 
Showing the tolls of the present season to be $14,090 
leas than in 1336, and only $3,590 more than ‘ast year. 
(Argus. 
Coinage. The Washington Metropolis states, that 
from the foundation of our goverument up to 1837, the 
coinage in this cuuniry has been $69,531,543. 


« Dartmouth college... Rev. Samuel G. Brown, son of 
the laie president Brown, has been appointed to the 
chair of ractoric aud belles letters, vacant by the death 
of protessor Peabody. 


Disaster near Lynchburg. On the 23th ult. two boats 
haying on. board 75 kegs of gunpowder, were blown, 
up, together with five other boats, and their entire loads, 
and fyur persons killed, and one bad his shoulder dislo- 


cated. ‘I'he accident occurred at Joshua Creek Falls, 
about 11 miles from Lynchburg. 


* Eighth of January. Yesterday was a glorious day 
in the history of our country, It was the anniversary 
of the day on which the brave troups of our country, 
under the gallant Jackson, achieved a most important 
victory over the British army. Great preparations 
were made in New Orleans to celebrate the day in a 
manner: worthy of the occasion, and the principal ac- 
tor in the victory was to be present. 


An election is to be held in the neighboring district 
of Virginia, on Wednesday next, the 15th instant, for 
a-member of congress to supply the plage of Mr. Mer- 
cer resigned. Messrs, Williann M. McCarty, Cuthber: 
Powell and Inman Horner, are announced as candi- 
dates for the vacancy. [Nat. Int. 


Fire in Natchez. Another destructive fire occurred 
in Natchez on the 15:h ult. . Ir originated in a coffee 
house in one of the front buildiags under the hill, oc- 
cupied by F. Brigaole, whose loss was $15,000, no in- 
surance. Samuel F ster fost his store, dweiling house 
and out houses, and in goods about $2,500. His tene- 
ments were valued at $5,000, and were insured for 
$3,000. James Ra’nsey, a tenant, loss trifling. Ken- 
tucky hotel under rent, loss ineonsiderable. Suadrv 
speculations were afloat as to the cause of the fire— 
whether it was the work of a set of gamblers wholived 
and carried on operations in Brigavle’s house, or was 
accidental. There was.a good deal of excitement. 


Galvanism. The Lancaster I itelivencer, after giving 
the particulars of the recent execution of Kobler at the 
jail of that place, publishes sume detaila of the experi- 
ments which were afierwards made on the body w.th 
the galvanic batiery, electrical machine, &c. After ar- 
tificrat breathing was established by means of a bellows, 
the galvanic battery was Spee ; upon this, Kobler 
moved his arms and legs, his left hand was ra'sed from 
the box’ upon which he lay to his breast, and his fin- 
gers were opened and shut, us if: to — something, 

is features ex every passion, his eyes wer: 
opamenl and shoei pil ’ hs jaws moved as if chew- 
athed with 


i i he breather sufficient power to blow out 
ingen tone ik sncreeion ” | 


| 
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rail road compel ave increased the tle Gs oe 


transported on that road, from seven to thirteen mills per 
bbl. for each miles =< se Toate S 
Thetron boat. The Valley Forge arrived at Cincin- 
nati on the 15th, from Pitsburg. The novelty of her 
construction and material attracts much attention 
ainong the river folks. She runs well. 

. Loss of the brig Virginia and a company of U. S. ar- 
tillery. Tie Boston Advertiser publishes the tage 
letter from its corresponderit dated Portsmouth, N. H. 
Dec. 27, 3889.55, ; | 

Sir: Great fears are entertained here for the safety 
of the-brig Virginia, of Jacksonville, E. Florida; Charles 

Willey, master, which sailed from hence for New York, 
on Wednesday, the 1\th inst. having as passengers 
lieutenants Fowler and Grafton, and abuut forty re- 
cruits of company D of Ist regiment U. S. artillery, se- 
ven women, one of whom was the captain’s and ano- 
ther the mate’s wife, and the residue wives of the sol- 
diers; also two other men passengers and several chil- 
dren—naking in all about sixty souls on board. 


Louisville postmaster. The Journal says, there has 
been a change in the Louisville post office. Mr. Jas. 
M. Campbell has been turned out,and Mr. Geo. L. 
Douglass appointed in his place. 


Mayor of Albany. At a-meeting of the common 
council, on Monday evening. Jared L: Rathbone, esq. 
was re-appointed mayor of the city for the current 
year. [Argus, 

The Madison papers. It was understood in Wash- 
ington last week that the Madison papers, so long ex- 
pected, would be out this week or next week. They will 
create something of a sensation in the political world. 


Mormons. The Mormons have purchased a tract of 
20,000 acres at the head of the Des Moines rapids of 
the Mississippi, on both sides of the river, including the 
iown of Commerce. ‘This name is changed to Nan- 
voo, fram the Hebrew. ‘The whole purchase money 
amounts to $70,000, a large porportion of it on long 
payinents. 

Joseph Smith, jr. Sidney Rigdon and judge Higbee, 
have started to Washington to petition cungress for re- 
lief growing out of the Missouri persecution. 

[New York American. 


The money market. ‘The news from England has 
had quite afavorable effect on the money market. 
S. bank stock sold in Philadelphia, on Monday, at 85; 
and in New York at 84—an improvement of 5 1-2 per 
cent. since Saturday. 


Mortality. According to the estimate made by the 
Naiional Endowment Assurance society, in England, 
the “children of men’’ come into the world, and go out 
at the fullowing average: 


Every moment, 1 
“ minute, 50 
“ hour, 3.600 
“day, 24 hours, 86,4090 
“week, 7 days, 604,800 
** ~ month, 30 days, 2,592,000 
“* year, 365 days, 33,536,000 
«generation, 30 years, 946,080,090 


Naval. The U.S. brig Dolphin left New York for 
sea on Thursday. ‘The following is a list of her offi- 
cers: Charles H. Bell, esq. lieut.. commanding; lieuts. 
James Findlay Schenck, James P. McKinstry; Robt. 
T. Barry, pone assistant surgeon; ‘I'nos. B. Nalle, 
ol . M. Maullany,John S. Neville, passed 
midshipmen; G. E. West, James Ladd, Wm. F. Spi- 
cer, midshipmen; J. R. Neiliey, pursei’s clerk. 


Oriental literature. Engelman, the German book- 
seller of Leipsic,is about to publish a work, entitled 
“Bibliotheca Orientalis” containing a list of oriental 
books, including grammatical works; especially those 
printed in England, France and Germany. Such a 
publication has long been much wanted, and will be 
eagerly welcomed by the oriental scholar. 


Philadelphia, The following appointments of high 
consiables have been made by the inayor and recorder 
of Philadelphia: John MeLean, Jas. Young, John K. 
Murphy and Levin H. Smith. 


Pork. Cost of packing porl:. As much pork is this 
season put up on account of owners, we have thought 
it not uninteresting to give the packing charges. ‘The 
following are the rates established for the pork busi- 
ness, by the chamber of commerce in this city: 

For purchasing hogs, with funds in hands, 1 1-4 per 
ceut. 

For cutting hogs, including receiving and weighing, 
12 1-2 cts. per head. 

For rendering lard, 1-2 ct. per Ib. 

For nailing and posing weighing and marking kegs, 
3 c. Cola ee sao WE Bat te 

For weighing and marking lard, on consignmen 
kegs 2c. buls. . half do. 4. erment, 

For packing and trimming pork or beef in bbls. ex- 
elusive of barrel, salt and pickle, 50c. each. 

For. weighing bulk pork or bacon, per 1,000 lbs. 
121-2cts. ° 

For packing pork or bacon in hhds. exclusive of 
cooperage, 37 1-2c. per hhd. 

N. B. Salt and cooperage furnished at the market 
price. } 

Swrage charged after the articles are ready for déli- 
very. _ . fCincinnati Chron. 
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tired of their bargain, and have made a 
ive tig losing np ot Ae 20 per soc wey 
rom the pa’ nts already due. 18 § ‘that the 
Dunne heowdinn be completed under two millions of dol- 
ars.” Se ee 


Zachariah Poulson, the long and well known editor 
of Poulson’s Daily Advertiser, (the oldest daily news- 
paper in America) has retired from the chair, 
and transferred the same to S. C. Brace, and T, R. 
Newbold. Otiumcum dignitate to the old editor, for hie 
deserves it, and success to the new editor. .- 


Reshipment. It appears by the N. Y. E that 
within the last chwed webhaienes $1,500,000 worth of 
woollen goods have been reshipped back to England. 


Russia, 'To give some idea of the extent of the Rus- 
sian empire We may state that, last year. by the official 
reports, the number of births were 933,992: the num- 
tae, | _—_ 1,536,733; and the number of marriages 


Saturn. Until very recently it was generallj 
posed, that this planet was surrounded by on 
rings; but it has lately been shown by Mr. Encke, of 
Berlin, that it is pr there are three, and M. Du- 
mouchel, of the Roman college at Rome, thinks he has 
seen several qpeatnge in the. ring, and that it is more 
‘than quadruple. > ) : 


_ Specie payment. The manner in which the banks 
in Ohio have resumed specie payments is thus describ- 
ed in a letter dated Cincinnau, Dec. 23, 1839. 

_ “Qur banks do not issue their specie paying notes, 
but pay out such as they receive on depusite and in 
payment of debts, viz: Indiana, Kentucky, &c. but 
principally their own post notes at 12 months after date, 
and sume payable at different banks about the country 
‘in current bank notes.” 


Shipwrecks, It is stated that the number of lives lost 
by amy on Cape Ann and Cape Cod on and 
since Sunday, the 15th inst, is greater than the whole 
number lost for the last twenty-five years. 

An item in the foreign news states that the brig Pe- 
trel, bound from Dalhousie, Nova Scotia, to Stockton, 
with timber, was cast away November 29th, om the 
cvast of Fife, and allon board perished except one sea- 
man. Among the lost was a lady in whose trunk was 
found 4002. in bank bills. The bng had touched at 





sup- 
two 


‘| Suwomness, where the unfortunate woman got on board. 


Her name was Elizabeth Wagstaff. The gale is re- 
presented to have been severe in the extreme. “>~ 


Snow. The Marlborough Gazette of Thursday states 
that whilst all the surrounding counties are covered 
with snow to a considerable depth, not a particle of it 
has fallen in St. Mary’s couaty, unly forty or fifty miles 
svuth of Marlborough. 


Superficies in Georgia. According to a recent sur- 
vey, there are found to be 35,515,526 superficial acres 
of land in Georgia. 


The steam ship President. This splendid vessel, 
whieh has for soine time past been building at Lime- 
house, England, by the builders of the British Queen, 
has at length been launched. She is said to be the 
largest ship in the world; her dimensions are as follows: 
Exireme length 268 feet; length for measurement, 230 
teet; length tur keel, 220 feet; breadth, 42 feet; breadth, 
including paddle boxes, 64 feet; depth in thehold mid- 
ships, 23 teet; height of upper deck, 7 feet; diameter of 
paddle wheel, 21 feet; draft of water, with cargo, 17 
feet; burthen tons, old measurement, 1,921 "e1 94; 
weight of engine, boiler, &c. 500 tons. . The ine is 
600 horse power. ’T'hus it apvears the President is 126 
tons larger, and has 100 horse power more than the 
British Queen. She is destined for. the trade between 
this country and England. | 


Travelling. It has been estimated that about 400,000 
persons travelled over the rail road between New York 
and Baltimore annually; and a like number Over the 
ruad from Baltimore to the city of Washington. 


The tidés.' ‘The Sun says there has not been, within 
the recollection of the oldest citizens, a season when 
the tides in the Chesapeake and its tributaries have ex- 
perienced such great. variatuons—first, extremely low, 
and then again rushing up to a great height. At Bai- 
umore, hot many days since, an old gentleman obsery- 
ed that he never saw the tide so low. On Sunday 
week at Centreville, the tide rose about four feet above 
an ordinary flood tide, and overflowed many adjacent 
fields. Houses near the shore were flooded. No very 
serious damage, however, occurred. 


Hidden treasure. Somebody has found, by digging, 
on Coney island, N. ¥. about $1,000. in silver; which 
had been buried in the earth. As this is the beach on 
which it is supposed that the pirates Gibbs.and Wans- 
ley buried their money, the prospect of getting:a rich 
prize has drawn together a number of persons, and the 
beach is now alive with them, digging away with the 
mst persevering industry. , 


‘Wooden pavements. Amaziah Nash, of Calais, N. Y- 
has invented a machine for making six square paving 
blocks, with thé circular saw. The blocks are to be 
sawed froin the round log, with the cross cut, and_fitied 
with the circular saw. om - 





Weather. The National Intelligencer states | 
thermometer stood. in Washin Nee city on. et 
morning last, “several degrees y eeio. 
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